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In this world of owrs live many kinds of amazing creatures. [4 

In addition to the ants, honeybees, dogs, cats, flies, spiders, 4 
horses, chickens, seagulls, sparrows and other species we know so 
well, there are also many we hove not yet encountered. In many 
parts of the globe, there are millions of kinds of living things which 


we hove never heard of, Evon if we learned their names, we would 
hove nothing to which we could compare them. 

The subject of this book is on insect thal mos! of us cran’t used fo 
seeing in our environment. This insoct is the termite, which resembles 
an ant in appearance end partially in the way it lives. 

Soma people may be surprised to find o book entirely about 


; termites, Whit, they may ask, is there to tell about these small 


insects? But St you will soon see, this. little-known creature hos | 
choracteristics that may open people's minds to on entirely different 
horizon of ideas. 


mm About the Author 
The outhor, who writes under the pen-tome Harun 
Yohyo, was born in Antora in 19456, He shidied 
arts of tstanbul's Mimor Sinan University, and 
philosaphy of Istanbul University. Since tha 1980s, 
the author has. published many books on polincal, 
foitereloted ond scientific issues. Greatly 
oppreciated all around the world, these works 
hove been instrumental in helping many fo return their faith In God, ond, 
in many others, to gain a deeper insight into their faith. Harun Yohya's 
books appeal to all kinds of readers, regardless of their age, race, or 
nationality, for they focus on one objective: fo broaden the readers 
parspective by encouraging him or her to think about o number of critical 
issues, such os the existence of God and His unity, and to live by the 
voluns Ho prescribed for them. 
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About the Author 


Now writing under the pen-name of HARUN YAHYA, Adnan Oktar was 
born in Ankara in 1956. Having completed his primary and secondary education 
in Ankara, he studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University and philosophy 
at Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, he has published many books on political, 
scientific, and faith-related issues. Harun Yahya is well-known as the author of 
important works disclosing the imposture of evolutionists, their invalid claims, 
and the dark liaisons between Darwinism and such bloody ideologies as fascism 
and communism. 

Harun Yahya's works, translated into 57 different languages, constitute a 
collection for a total of more than 45,000 pages with 30,000 illustrations. 

His pen-name is a composite of the names Harun (Aaron) and Yahya (John), 
in memory of the two esteemed prophets who fought against their peoples' lack 
of faith. The Prophet's (may God bless him and grant him peace) seal on his 
books' covers is symbolic and is linked to their contents. It represents the Qur'an 
(the Final Scripture) and Prophet Muhammad (may God bless him and grant him 
peace), last of the prophets. Under the guidance of the Qur'an and the Sunnah 
(teachings of the Prophet), the author makes it his purpose to disprove each fun- 
damental tenet of irreligious ideologies and to have the "last word," so as to com- 
pletely silence the objections raised against religion. He uses the seal of the final 
Prophet (may God bless him and grant him peace), who attained ultimate wis- 
dom and moral perfection, as a sign of his in- 


tention to offer the last word. 

All of Harun Yahya's works share 
one single goal: to convey the Qur'an's 
message, encourage readers to consider 
basic faith-related issues such as God's ex- 
istence and unity and the Hereafter; and to 
expose irreligious systems' feeble founda- 

tions and perverted ideologies. 
Harun Yahya enjoys a wide 
¢ readership in many countries, 
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from India to America, England to Indonesia, Poland to Bosnia, Spain to Brazil, 
Malaysia to Italy, France to Bulgaria and Russia. Some of his books are available 
in English, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, 
Chinese, Swahili, Hausa, Dhivehi (spoken in Mauritius), Russian, Serbo-Croat 
(Bosnian), Polish, Malay, Uygur Turkish, Indonesian, Bengali, Danish and Swe- 
dish. 

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have been instrumen- 
tal in many people recovering faith in God and gaining deeper insights into their 
faith. His books' wisdom and sincerity, together with a distinct style that's easy to 
understand, directly affect anyone who reads them. Those who seriously consid- 
er these books, can no longer advocate atheism or any other perverted ideology or 
materialistic philosophy, since these books are characterized by rapid effective- 
ness, definite results, and irrefutability. Even if they continue to do so, it will be 
only a sentimental insistence, since these books refute such ideologies from their 
very foundations. All contemporary movements of denial are now ideologically 
defeated, thanks to the books written by Harun Yahya. 

This is no doubt a result of the Qur'an's wisdom and lucidity. The author 
modestly intends to serve as a means in humanity's search for God's right path. 
No material gain is sought in the publication of these works. 

Those who encourage others to read these books, to open their minds and 
hearts and guide them to become more devoted servants of God, render an inval- 
uable service. 

Meanwhile, it would only be a waste of time and energy to propagate other 
books that create confusion in people's minds, lead them into ideological chaos, 
and that clearly have no strong and precise effects in removing the doubts in peo- 
ple's hearts, as also verified from previous experience. It is impossible for books 
devised to emphasize the author's literary power rather than the noble goal of sav- 
ing people from loss of faith, to have such a great effect. Those who doubt this can 
readily see that the sole aim of Harun Yahya's books is to overcome disbelief and 
to disseminate the Qur'an's moral values. The success and impact of this service 
are manifested in the readers’ conviction. 

One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing cruel- 
ty, conflict, and other ordeals endured by the vast majority of people is the ideo- 
logical prevalence of disbelief. This can be ended only with the ideological defeat 
of disbelief and by conveying the wonders of creation and Qur'anic morality so 
that people can live by it. Considering the state of the world today, leading into a 
downward spiral of violence, corruption and conflict, clearly this service must be 
provided speedily and effectively, or it may be too late. 

In this effort, the books of Harun Yahya assume a leading role. By the will of 
God, these books will be a means through which people in the twenty-first centu- 


ry will attain the peace, justice, and happiness promised in the Qur'an. 


To the Keader 


A special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of evolution be- 
cause this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual philosophies. Since 
[Darwinism rejects the fact of creation — and therefore, God's existence — over the 
last 140 years it has caused many people to abandon their faith or fall into 
doubt. It is therefore an imperative service, a very important duty to show ev- 
eryone that this theory is a deception. Since some readers may find the chance 
to read only one of our books, we think it appropriate to devote a chapter to 
summarize this subject. 

All the author's books explain faith-related issues in light of Qur'anic vers- 
es, and invite readers to learn God's words and to live by them. All the subjects 
concerning God's verses are explained so as to leave no doubt or room for ques- 
tions in the reader's mind. The books' sincere, plain, and fluent style ensures| 
that everyone of every age and from every social group can easily understand| 
them. Thanks to their effective, lucid narrative, they can be read at one sitting 
[Even those who rigorously reject spirituality are influenced by the facts these 
lbooks document and cannot refute the truthfulness of their contents. 

This and all the other books by the author can be read individually, or dis- 
cussed in a group. Readers eager to profit from the books will find discussion! 
very useful, letting them relate their reflections and experiences to one another. 

In addition, it will be a great service to Islam to contribute to the publica- 
tion and reading of these books, written solely for the pleasure of God. The au- 
thor's books are all extremely convincing. For this reason, to communicate true 
religion to others, one of the most effective methods is encouraging them to read| 
these books. 

We hope the reader will look through the reviews of his other books at the 

back of this book. His rich source material on faith-related issues is very useful} 
and a pleasure to read. 
In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find the author's per- 
sonal views, explanations based on dubious sources, styles that are unobservant 
of the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor hopeless, pessimistic ar- 
guments that create doubts in the mind and deviations in the heart. 
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Introduction 


n this world of ours live many kinds of amazing creatures. 

In addition to the ants, honeybees, dogs, cats, flies, spiders, 
horses, chickens, seagulls, sparrows and other species we know so 
well, there are also many we have not yet encountered. In many parts 
of the globe, there are millions of kinds of living things which we have 
never heard of. Even if we learned their names, we would have noth- 
ing to which we could compare them. 

The subject of this book is an insect that most of us aren't used to 
seeing in our environment. This insect is the termite, which resembles 
an ant in appearance and partially in the way it lives. But even though 
they look like ants, termites have very different characteristics—and 
abilities. 

Some people may be surprised to find a book entirely about ter- 
mites. What, they may ask, is there to tell about these small insects? 
But as you will soon see, this little-known creature has characteristics 
that may open people's minds to an entirely different horizon of ideas. 

This book investigates that hidden world of termites, their physi- 
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cal characteristics and the marvelous social system that orders their 
lives. Having read all these details, you may well conclude that ter- 
mites, like every other living creature in the world, offer a clear proof 
of God's being named the "perfect and incomparable" Creator. 
He is God — the Creator, the Maker, the Giver of Form. To Him 
belong the Most Beautiful Names. Everything in the heavens 
and earth glorifies Him. He is the Almighty, the All-Wise. 
(Surat al-Hashr: 59:24) 


Intelligent Design, in other words Creation 

In order to create, God has no need to design 

It's important that the word "design" be properly understood. 
That God has created a flawless design does not mean that He first 
made a plan and then followed it. God, the Lord of the Earth and the 
heavens, needs no "designs" in order to create. God is exalted above all 
such deficiencies. His planning and creation take place at the same in- 
stant. 

Whenever God wills a thing to come about, it is enough for Him 
just to say, "Be!" 

As verses of the Qur'an tell us: 

His command when He desires a thing is just to say to it, "Be!" 

and it is. (Surah Ya Sin: 82) 


[God is] the Originator of the heavens and Earth. When He de- 
cides on something, He just says to it, "Be!" and it is. (Surat al- 
Baqara: 117) 
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The Hidden World 
of Termites 


efore delving into the details of a typical termite colony, it 

will be useful to describe the environments they live in. 
Termites live on almost every continent, except in Polar Regions. 
Sudden rain storms and ensuing floods, high temperatures and other 
negative conditions make their life a struggle, no matter where they 
live. But despite all this, as we shall see, creatures that live in these re- 
gions live in perfect harmony with their environments—indeed, in co- 
operative comfort. 

The termites that live in tropical regions build nests that resemble 
giant sandcastles and live in truly enormous colonies. When you ex- 
amine their nests, you may assume that the inhabitants move about in 
chaotic darkness—but in fact, they live in a perfect social order. 
Termite cities are not only perfect from their architectural point of 


view, but also in terms of their social organization. 


Opposite page: Termites that live in harsh tropical cli- 
mates have the special characteristics that enable them 
to survive in these areas. 
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Termite Cities 

Visiting the tropics for the first time, you are sure to find unusual 
scenery and creatures you have never seen before. For example, in 
some remote areas of Africa, you will find formations that look like 
stalactites—natural formations of rock, emerging from the earth. But 
these rock-like formations are, in reality, hidden cities. 

These miniaturized cities can reach a height of 4 to 5 meters (14 to 
16 feet), and you may find several clustered in one place. They are ac- 
tually termite nests, one of which can sometimes shelter more than a 
million inhabitants. Even a brief investigation will show the perfect or- 


ganization that prevails in every single nest, no matter how enormous. 


At first glance, you might think that the structures 
pictured here are only piles of earth. Actually, 
they are termite cities with special ventilated are- 
as and agricultural lands. Compared to their own 
proportions, these structures may be called sky- 
scrapers, seeing as they were built by insects 
about 1 to 2 centimeters long. 
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Termites build their 
nests to provide 
comfort despite 
changing climatic 
conditions. God in- 
spires them to con- 
struct their nests so 
as to contain every- 
thing they need. 
Indeed, it is He that 
orders every activity 
on Earth and in 
heaven. 


The nest's structure allows it to adapt to constantly changing cli- 
mactic conditions. Moreover, its organization enables it to be self-suf- 
ficient in supplying the inhabitants’ needs, so that they never need to 
bring things in from outside. Each nest features a perfect ventilation 
system, specific-purpose areas (separate rooms for the young, for ma- 
ternity, for the queen's room, and so on.) and agricultural zones that 
comprise parts of the termite colonies’ organization. 

The social organization of individual termites in these cities is 
likewise excellent. The inhabitants are dedicated to their work and do 
their jobs speedily. 

Even in termite colonies with millions of inhabitants, there is an 
established order, perfect in every aspect, that results from every 
member of the colony being meticulous in carrying out its duty. As 
with other creatures that live together, termites always help one anoth- 
er, providing excellent support in defense, communicating and finding 
nourishment. 


Termite colonies contain three main castes or classes: there are sol- 
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Like many other creatures in the natural 
world, termites display amazing characteris- 
tics. Below, we see a queen candidate created 
with the wings she needs for her mating 
flight. The worker termite (right) is provided 
with all the abilities it needs to fulfill its re- 
sponsibilities. 


diers, workers and a queen. The queen constantly lays eggs to increase 


the colony. The workers ceaselessly supply all the needs of the nest, 
and the soldiers protect the eggs from enemies and the nest as a whole 
from intruders. When necessary, all members of the colony share in the 
work of others, even though it is not their duty. But because of this 
communication and distribution of responsibilities, the number of ter- 
mites in a nest can number more than one million, and still survive 
with no difficulty at all. 

The following chapters detail the social organization of termite 
colonies and provide information about their habitat. But during this 
investigation, never forget that the creatures that perform all the tasks 
we'll be discussing are no larger than a few centimeters (2.54 centime- 
ters=1 inch). 

From time to time, we'll compare termites with human beings in 
order to demonstrate that termites' comfortable life and amazing so- 


cial organization is hardly something they could have created by 
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themselves. We'll provide various examples to invite your careful con- 
sideration. By "consideration," we don't mean a superficial glance, but 
to ponder upon the answers to the questions of why and how these 
creatures accomplish such extraordinary things and establish such a 
disciplined social life. 

In the course of a day, many questions enter people's minds, and 
they must ponder them to think of solutions. They may wonder about 
work, school, office or classmates, family and personal matters that 
concern everyone, about the characters in a film they saw, individuals 
they met on the street or events they read about in books or saw on tel- 
evision. They think about what to cook for dinner and what he had 
gone through in the past. But with all these things occupying their 
minds, people should think correctly and effectively. They must ask 
questions and think if they are to find answers. And so, the examples 
of termites given in this book and the questions they raise should urge 
you to think and consider. In many verses in the Qur'an, God stresses 
how important it is that people think about the creatures and events in 
their environment as evidence for faith: 

Your God is One God. There is no god but Him, the All- 

Merciful, the Most Merciful. In the creation of the heavens and 

earth, and the alternation of the night and day, and the ships 

which sail the seas to people's benefit, and the water which God 
sends down from the sky - by which He brings the earth to life 
when it was dead and scatters about in it creatures of every kind 

- and the varying direction of the winds, and the clouds sub- 

servient between heaven and earth, there are Signs for people 

who use their intellect. (Surat al-Baqara: 163-164) 

Termites are just one species out of millions, from which thinking 


people can glean some important truths. 
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Community 
Organization 
among Termites 


hen millions of people live together in one place, prob- 


lems are sure to occur. 

For examples, problems arise with construction, transportation, 
and communication and food sources. Through the years, of course, 
many solutions have been devised and been put in place to relieve the 
effects of these problems. But none of them has been totally or perma- 
nently solved. 

Human beings are the only creatures on Earth granted the abili- 
ties to think, calculate and draw conclusions. For this reason, it is nat- 
ural for us to make plans, to have the foresight to build structures to 
make our lives more comfortable and to apply creative solutions to 
our various needs. But the fact is, some creatures can do the same 
things even better than human beings can—which is indeed cause for 
consideration! These creatures have no intelligence or consciousness 
and sometimes they do not even have a brain; yet, they erect structures 
and establish organizations comparable—and in many ways superi- 
or—to any that human beings can create. Surely this, too, is food for 
thought! 
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Many species in nature have successfully established an orga- 
nized common life. For example, consider the so-called "social in- 
sects'"—ants, bees and termites. 

But when we compare the ordered lives of termites with that of 
these other insects, we can see that termites’ social order is more com- 
plex than that of bees, and more closely organized than that of ants— 
and more coordinated and problem-free than most human social sys- 
tems! 

Every activity in the colony, from nest-building to communication 
and defense, is effected with intelligent calculation and deliberate 
planning. Such calculated planning is something that comes only with 
education and knowledge; this tells us that some kind of knowledge 
has informed and shaped the activities of termites. How have termites 
come to possess this knowledge that teaches them what to do from the 
moment they hatch? What is the source of the awareness in their activ- 
ity? How to explain that such a tiny insect possesses abilities that are 
thought to belong only to human beings? 

Answers to these questions will emerge from the examples that 


follow, as we examine the lives of termites. 


Termites—Experts in Their Field 


All the members of any termite colony share one common goal— 
to perpetuate the nest; and every member carries out its duty flawless- 
ly. Termite colonies are composed of "castes,"—groups that specialize 
in various activities; and each caste may have more than a million 
members. Every group is physically different from the others and has 
its own particular duties to perform. 

Termite species are classified into three groups, according to 
where they live: underground, above ground termites and drywood 
termites. Each of these groups has a different kind of colony life. If you 
look into at a termites' nest, you will see some termites that have dif- 
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The differences between the various stages 
and classes of termites: —— 
1. Larva 

2. Worker 

3. Soldier 


4. Nymph ar. 
5. Supplementary reproductive —-—=— 


6. Winged reproductive 


ferent appearances, because each nest is divided into four castes: 

The king and queen: The queen has a different appearance from 
other members of the colony and she is very important for all of them. 
The growth of the colony depends on the queen. 

Alates or swarmers: These termites have wings; they are the al- 
ates that will later fly off to mate. When they actually become kings 
and queens, they will lose their wings. 

Workers: With their wings and strong jaws, workers form the 
largest number of termites. Their duties in the colony are to build the 
nest, find food and tend to the general order of the nest. 

Soldiers: Smaller in numbers are the soldiers, whose only duty is 
to protect the nest. 

According to the type of termite, the soldiers have different qual- 
ities; some soldiers in some species have a proboscis that secretes a 
sticky liquid useful in escaping aggressors. Other soldiers have big 
heads and large jaws; they attack everything that tries to get into the 


nest. 
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The queen and the 
king are very im- 
portant for the col- 
ony. The workers 
pay special atten- 
tion to the queen. 
Unlike other mem- 
bers of the colony, 
the queen and the 
king have wings; 
they lose them aft- 
er mating. 


Now let's look more closely at the other members of the termite 


colony. 


The Alates 


The alates’ bodies are blackish-brown in color. They have two 
wings on either side of their bodies, one of the major differences that 
distinguish them from other members of the colony. Two other charac- 
teristics that distinguish the alates are their visual and procreative abil- 
ities. Those members that can reproduce develop twice a year, but on- 
ly at certain seasons of the year. 

The alates wait in their own dark chamber until they're ready to 
leave the nest. This is important for the security of the colony and to 
prevent chaos. If there were more than one prospective king or queen 
in the nest, discipline would break down and confusion would take 
over in the colony. For this reason, worker termites take ample precau- 


tions so that there is only one king and one queen in the nest. 
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One of these precautions involves keeping the alates closed up in 
their own areas. But when the time comes, the candidates must 
emerge. They leave the nest by way of special tunnels constructed by 
the workers, so that they can leave the colony without having to enter 
the nest and cause confusion. They leave the nest with the first rains, 
for with rains, the young alates' wings develop and they can move in 
the tunnels. Once they fly, some of them may never come back. The al- 
ates are weak flyers and can not go more than 500 meters (1,500 feet) 
from the nest.! On their first-ever flight, many of them get eaten by 
birds and reptiles or otherwise lose their way. Those that do manage 
to survive lose their wings after their flight is over and construct a hid- 


den burrow that will house the colony. When the king and queen ma- 


Winged reproductives 
leave the colony at mat- 
ing time. The wings are 
a sign of their strength 
and will assist them in 
finding sites for a new 
colony. 
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ture, they enter a life-long bond, reproducing to found the colony. As 
with all other operations and processes in a colony, all termites know 
their duties very well and there is no question of rebellion. The future 
kings and queens never abandon the nest; they are aware of their re- 
sponsibilities and do what they need to do to establish new colonies. 


The Importance of the Queen 

The main difference between the queen and other termites is that 
she has wings. These wings are not permanent, but are a sign of her 
status. The mature queen begins to establish a colony in the spring; she 
then leaves the nest in search of a king 
and in her search, uses fluids called 
pheromones from her body to attract 
him. After a short flight, she alights 
on the ground, raises her body and 
emits a secretion from her glands. 


From one gland on her back, she se- 


cretes a fluid that can attract a king 
from a distance of 20 cm (7 inches), from her thorax, 

she secretes another pheromone that's effective up to a distance of 3 
cm (1.1 inches). 

After the king and queen have come together, they go in search of 
a place where they can mate. The dig a tunnel, dig a mating chamber 
and later begin to construct a nest. The queen first lays 5 eggs; the first 
termites that hatch from these eggs are nurtured by the king and 
queen to be workers.” 

The queen has an incredible reproductive capacity. One species of 
termite (an African species, Macrotermes natalensis) whose queen lays 
30 thousand eggs each day; that is, one every three seconds. Even an 
old queen can lay egg the same rate. A queen may live to be between 
25 and 30 years, producing tens of millions of eggs in her life. 
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At first, the queen resembles any other termite, but gradually she will become 

huge, growing so large that she cannot move, and the workers will be respon- 
sible for caring for her. It is God that informs the workers of the queen's needs 
and teaches them how to supply them. 


As with a colony of bees and ants, it is the queen that ensures or- 
der and continuity. There is a queen in the center of every termite col- 
ony. The king and queen live in a special room in the nest where they 
are looked after by the workers. This room, the heart of the colony, is 
the most vulnerable place in the nest and therefore, the best protected. 
The queen has grown too large to move; when she began laying eggs, 
her body hugely enlarged up to 14 cm (5.5 inches) long and 3.5 cm (1.4 
inches) across.‘ Since she is unable to feed herself, other members of 
the colony take care of her. The workers responsible for feeding the 
queen satisfy her needs unfailingly, always at the right time. 

Even though she cannot move, the queen keeps tight control over 
her nest's order, security and the many needs. In the following chap- 


ters, we'll examine exactly how the queen is able to do this by herself. 
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Information Exchange Between the Queen and 
the Workers 


Although the queen doesn't communicate directly with the other 
termites, she knows what her nest requires. Even her body has at- 
tained a length of 10 cm (5.5. inches) and she must lie motionless 
throughout the egg-laying period, she knows the needs of the nest; she 
is aware if there is any confusion and what class of termite is needed 
to remedy it. 

How can she remain aware of such an extraordinary trove of in- 
formation? This is a clear proof of the faultless and flawless function- 
ing of a system created by God. 

As stated earlier, the queen is fed by the workers, and during this 
feeding, what is happening in the colony is transmitted to her uninter- 
ruptedly. The workers give her this information through secretions. 
All termites produce secretions on their bodies, by which the queen is 
informed of the state of the colony. When a worker is feeding her, the 


queen becomes aware of the needs of the colony. For example, if a sol- 


In the picture is the queen termite surrounded by workers. The queen continu- 
ally lays eggs while being fed by the workers. In this feeding relationship, the 
workers keep the queen informed about what is going in the nest. 
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The king termite 
(the dark one pic- 
tured on the left) 
is larger than oth- 
er members of the 
colony and is al- 
ways at the 
queen's side. The 
worker termites 
provide every- 
thing needed to 
care for the king 
and the queen. 


dier is killed in an attack, the queen receives news of it through chem- 
icals secreted by the worker feeding her. 

If many soldiers have been lost, as a first precaution the queen se- 
cretes a compound that causes young termites to develop into soldiers, 
which chemical is delivered to the young termites by the workers. In 
this way, it is determined to what caste the young termites will belong. 

It is necessary to analyze a fluid in order to determine what it con- 
tains and to do so, a laboratory is required. Instruments used for the 
analysis must be able to detect the contents of the fluid; and of course, 
those doing the analysis must be trained in the field and have the req- 
uisite knowledge. The queen termite analyzes the fluids in a very short 
time and does so throughout her whole life. She secretes the fluid ap- 
propriate to particular needs, ensuring the proper organization for the 
survival of her colony's hundreds of thousands of termites. The ter- 
mites carrying the substance secreted by the queen know what they 
must do because they can perceive the code hidden in the secretion 
and recognize its significance. Therefore, all other termites in the colo- 


ny have the same ability to analyze. 
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This is one of the wonders of a termite colony. In the colonies, it is 
not clear from the moment of their birth what caste the individuals 
will belong to and what kind of work they will do. At birth all the lar- 
vae are undifferentiated. The larvae's future duties and responsibilities 
will be determined by the present needs of the colony, according to 
which the queen secretes a substance which the workers deliver to the 
larvae.5 

Clearly, the queen cannot determine what individuals her colony 
requires. For what seems to be thought, judgment and decision mak- 
ing on the part of the queen, there is only one explanation: Her activi- 
ties must be under the control of some power. The queen's supervision 
of the nest is under God's inspiration. It is He Who teaches every liv- 
ing creature on Earth how they are to behave. 

And in your creation and all the creatures He has spread about 

there are Signs for people with certainty. (Surat al-Jathiyya:4) 


Worker Termites 

The workers that care for the nest are infertile, blind and wing- 
less. Soft-bodied and cream-colored, they reach adolescence in one 
year, with a lifespan of between 3 and 5 years. 

Except from egg-laying and defending the nest, worker termites 
do all the other chores; they construct the 
tunnels and chambers, expanding and 
repairing them when necessary. Until 
they come of age, as larvae they need to 
be cared for. The queen, equally unable 
to supply her own needs, must also be 


looked after. Again, the workers tend to 
This 1- to 2-cm (0.3- to 0.7- 


inch) creature pictured 
fungus, which the workers grow right here does all the work ina 
termite colony. 


all this. Some species of termites feed on 
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There are countless 
workers in a termite 
nest. On the left can be 
seen workers tending 
the larvae; on the right, 
workers are raising 
fungus. Worker ter- 
mites build and repair 
the nest, care for and 
protect the eggs, 
young termites and the 
queen, making sure 
they all have enough 
food. 


there in the nest. So workers also serve as the farmers of the colony 


and, in short, provide for all their colony's daily needs.° 


That the workers laboring endlessly are infertile is a problem for 


evolutionists because—as we shall show in the following chapters— 


self-sacrifice on the part of the workers is the foundation of the order 


in the nest. Barren termites, living only to work for the other members 


of the nest, pose a big problem indeed for the evolutionists’ claim that 


nature is a battleground. 
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Here we see in detail a 
Antenna __ worker termite's head. 
Its antennae are neces- 
sary for communication, 
= eS just as the special 
Maxilla 7 ee a mouthparts are needed 

i to feed members of the 
colony. No intelligent 
person would ever think 
that this intricate design 
could come into being 
by itself. 


Labial palp 


Maxillary palp ~~ 


Labium 


Infertile Termites Contradict Darwin's Theory 

of Evolution 

Charles Darwin admitted that such complex behavior in some 
creatures is "by far the most special difficulty which my theory has en- 
countered."” 

Why is the activity of social insects "the most special difficulty" 
for the theory of evolution? To explain, we must examine the illogical- 
ity of the evolutionists’ claims—an illogicality that they themselves of- 
ten admit. 

Evolutionists claim that complex behavior such as termites dis- 
play has come about through the mechanism of natural selection. This 
amounts to the supposition that creatures learn certain behavior 
through experience. When, in time, this behavior proves to be good 
and advantageous for the species, it becomes adopted through the 
mechanism of natural selection. Later on, this same advantageous be- 
havior is inherited by later generations. 

The following considerations show why these claims are untena- 
ble: 

First of all, the behavior that many species display cannot be at- 
tributed to experience. For example, the first thing a newly-hatched 


Community Organization among Termites 27 


Harun Yahya 


Left: The cuckoo lays its eggs in another bird's nest. As soon as the chick 
hatches, the first thing it does is push the other bird's eggs out of the nest. 
Right: A parent bird feeding a young cuckoo much larger than itself. 


cuckoo does, even before it can open its eyes, is to push the other eggs 
out of the nest. Certainly this behavior cannot be learned; when the 
cuckoo bird hatches, it perceives no other creature in its vicinity, but it 
already knows what to do with the other eggs. In other words, the 
cuckoo had this knowledge even before it was born. 

Even if we suppose that a bird learned this behavior through ex- 
perience, there would be no genetic possibility of one's passing it on to 
subsequent generations. The acquired abilities would belong only to 
that creature. Just as the child of a trained surgeon could not become a 
doctor without being trained himself, learned behavior cannot be 
passed on genetically to a creature's offspring. Considering this, we 
can see how untenable and unscientific evolutionist claims truly are. 

There is another important consideration: Behavior patterns of 
the workers assigned to do almost everything in a termite nest require 
collecting information, calculation, planning ability and judgment. 
These behaviors cannot be inherited because the workers are infertile! 
They cannot pass on their characteristics genetically. So even if we 
suppose that a worker termite can learn the behavior appropriate to 
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Termites Prove Darwin 
Wrong 
Unlike nearly all other insects, termites have 
front and back wings that are identical. The on- 
ly exception is the Mastotermes darwiniensis, 
or "Darwin's termite." The hind wings of this 
species have a distinct "anal lobe" that resem- 


% 


bles the one visible in cockroaches and praying | 


mantises when they unfold their hind wings. 
When this was first discovered in these ter- 
mites, evolutionists were excited because they 
thought that the anal lobe was proof that ter- 
mites evolved from cockroaches. But when we 
examine this structure, which is presented as if 
it was a proof for evolution, we see that all 
these similarities do not prove evolution at all. 
On the contrary, they are evidence of creation. 
The Darwin's termite cannot have been a "prim- 
itive ancestor" because their colonies are 
among the most populous of the social ter- 
mites. Therefore, evolutionists might character- 
ize them as highly evolved. Of course, saying 
that they possess highly evolved characteris- 
tics and also are a "primitive ancestor" is a se- 
rious contradiction, from the point of view of 
evolution. And unlike cockroaches, but like oth- 
er termites, these shed their wings at pre- 
formed breakage points. Unlike cockroaches 
and mantises, when the hind wings are at rest, 
the anal lobe is not folded up in a fan-like man- 


ner; but is bent over flat on the rest of the wing. | 


From these examples, we can see that it is very 
difficult to establish a clear similarity between 
termites on the one hand and cockroaches and 
mantises on the other. 

So, what does the fossil record show? 

The photograph shows Dominican amber cal- 
culated to be 35 million years old, with a 
winged Mastotermes electrodominicus which 
has all the main characteristics of modern 
Australian termites (Such as anal lobes and 


— 


Top: Darwin's termites 
Middle: A different species of termite's 
wings in amber 
Bottom: A Mastotermes curved into its 
anal lobe 


five segments in the feet). In other words, the first Mastotermes was the same as the 
modern Darwin's termite. And the same amber specimen contains termite species with 
those features that evolutionists call "modern." All this shows that termites did not 
evolve from any creature but, like all other creatures, were created by God. (Joachim 
Scheven, "Darwin's Termite," Creation, March-May 1996, p. 24.) 
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In the picture, workers repairing the nest while being protected by soldiers. 
This mutual assistance among creatures living together shows one of the 
many ways in which the evolutionists’ claims are untenable. 


it—which is impossible—the worker still couldn't pass it on to the next 
generation because it cannot produce any new generation. Among so- 
cial insects, only the queen has the ability to reproduce and pass on her 
genes to the generation after her. But her features are not sufficient to 
perpetuate the colony's existence. It could not survive without the co- 
operation, discipline and self-sacrifice of the workers and the soldiers. 
As soon as they hatch, these tiny insects know very well what they 
have to do. Who, then, teaches them how to carry out their activities? 

These are questions still awaiting answers from evolutionists. 
Charles Darwin was well aware of the problems; in his On the Origin 
of Species, he admitted the difficulties that the behavior of social insects 
posed to his theory: 


If a working ant or other neuter insect had been an ordinary animal, I 
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should have unhesitatingly assumed that all its characters had been 
slowly acquired through natural selection; namely, by individuals hav- 
ing been born with slight profitable modifications, which were inherited 
by the offspring, and that these again varied and again were selected, and 
so onwards. But with the working ant we have an insect differing great- 
ly from its parents, yet absolutely sterile; so that it could never have 
transmitted successively acquired modifications of structure or instinct 
to its progeny. It may well be asked how it is possible to reconcile this 
case with the theory of natural selection ?® 

As with the ants that Darwin mentions in the above quotation, so 
it is with termites: all the workers are infertile. Evolutionists cannot ex- 
plain this phenomenon. 

It's of course possible for an infertile creature to develop certain 
characteristics, learn useful behavior patterns and acquire experience 
in the course of its life—but this is of no value for the theory of evolu- 
tion. Ali Demirsoy, an evolutionist professor, comments on this matter: 

... As we said earlier, the fact that an individual may survive success- 

fully does not say very much from the evolutionary point of view. The 

important thing is to produce many offspring thereby contributing 
genes to the gene pool. No matter how long an individual lives, if they 

[sic] do not produce offspring, they are 

unimportant from the point of view of ev- 

olution. For this reason, the death of 
these individuals is called "genetic 

death." ° 

"Genetic death" means the end of the 
generation of that creature. But worker 
termites have survived millions of years 
without changes and have been able to 
perpetuate their existence even though 
they are barren. These facts belie all the 
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claims put forward by evolutionists. 

Our previous examples showed that the behavior of termites, 
ants, bees and other creatures that live communally cannot be ex- 
plained by any such distorted evolutionary mechanism as natural se- 
lection. There is only one explanation: God, with His infinite power 
and knowledge, has created every living creature on the face of the 
Earth. 


The Basic Keason for the Order in the Nest 


Every member of a termite colony knows what task it must do 
and performs it flawlessly. Because these insects display no selfish- 
ness, they live in a perfectly ordered colony. 

A similarly peaceful order, found in all social insects, is worth 
careful consideration. We have spoken about the importance of the 
self-sacrifice of termites in the maintenance of a stable order in their 
nests. 

It is often to be noticed in the behavior of creatures that they are 
willing to put their own lives in danger for the sake of their offspring 
or another without considering their own needs. There are so many 
examples of this kind of behavior that evolutionist scientists are forced 
to admit it. 

For example, the evolutionist Peter Kropotkin wrote about soli- 
darity among animals in a book entitled Mutual Aid: A Factor in 
Evolution, showing how successful ants and termites were as a result 
of their helping one another: 

Their [the ants’ and termites’] wonderful nests, their buildings, superi- 

or in relative size to those of man; their paved roads and overground 

vaulted galleries; their spacious halls and granaries; their corn-fields, 
harvesting and "malting" of grain; their rational methods of nursing 
their eggs and larvae . . . and, finally, their courage, pluck, and superior 


intelligence—all these are the natural outcome of the mutual aid which 
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they practice at every stage of their busy and laborious lives." 


Note that this evolutionist writer speaks of "mutual aid." This is 
the behavior of a blind insect a few centimeters long without the ca- 
pacity for thought. It is natural for human beings to help one another, 
devise plans together, put them into effect and to develop new systems 
and technology to make life easier; but it cannot be considered natural 
for insects to do this. If a creature with no capacity for thought shows 
intelligence, it means that some power is directing it; that a force dri- 
ves it to devise intelligent plans and sacrifice itself for others. 

That power is God's infinite intelligence and might. 
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The Termite Army 


very country of the world fears the possible outbreak of 

war and civil chaos. Nations continually produce new 
strategies and armaments to counter this threat and defend them- 
selves, and departments of defense put aside significant amounts in 
their budgets for developing new weaponry. 

There are similar defense efforts in the world of nature. All crea- 
tures that live in colonies have well-equipped armies, in which every 
soldier has a different function, and their defense strategies are highly 
intelligent. With the armies of social insects, their most notable charac- 
teristic is that every individual strives to do its duty to the point of put- 
ting its own life at risk. 

Termites’ armies are composed of groups of many soldiers. 
Soldiers look much like worker termites; they are blind and wingless, 
with soft bodies a few centimeters in length. But despite their small 
physical size, they have some amazing techniques at their disposal. 
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Soldier Termites 
Their only duty is to protect their colony. 


Tae 


But to protect the nest, this tiny defense army 
exposes itself to all manner of dangers, to the 
point of sacrificing their own lives. And 


they do not care how large the enemy is. 
For example, when the nest is invaded by its big- 
gest enemies, ants and anteaters, a "suicide squad" goes into ac- 

tion to remove the threat. Many termites will die in the course of the 
defense, and we will examine this self-sacrificial behavior among ter- 
mites in a later chapter. 

The bodies of soldier termites vary according to their species, but 
each has a physical design totally appropriate to their duties. For ex- 
ample, African termites have razor-sharp jaws; South American ter- 
mites have a squarish head and a lower jaw longer than their whole 
body, which they use to kill their enemies. Some termites in Malaysia 
explode themselves like suicide bombers, drowning the aggressor in a 
dark yellow fluid. Worker termites of some species in Africa and South 
America protect the colonies in a different way. These workers squirt 
a fluid from their intestines at an enemy; as a result, their inner organs 
explode, and they die." 

Soldiers of nearly all termite species have large, muscular jaws 
which they use to tear an enemy to pieces. The sizes of soldier ter- 
mites' jaws are roughly the same, but the shape of their heads varies 
according to species. These differences are sometimes quite striking. 
Certain soldiers have long heads, while those of other species are pow- 
erful and hard. The reason for this difference is the various fighting 
techniques among termites. For example, termites with long heads use 
them to squirt sticky fluid at an aggressor.” Termites with large heads 
use them as barriers to plug up holes in the nest and prevent enemies 
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Soldier termites have been created 
with jaws for fighting and defending 
their nest. Every species of termite 
has its own battle strategy. Their com- 
mon feature is that not one of them 
gives up until they have repelled the 
intruder. 


from entering. Their heads, re- 
sembling capsules, are much 
larger than the rest of their body. 
Though they may look awkward, 
they have a surprising ability to 
defend their nest. 


Termites’ Battle 
Strategy 


To ensure the colony's sur- 


vival, security is of the utmost 

importance. Besides using their 
sharp jaws to wound an enemy, termites normally use chemical weap- 
ons in their various strategies to paralyze an enemy, explode them- 
selves on top of an enemy, and secreting a poison that affects an attack- 
er's physical structure. 

Thanks to all these special features, termites have managed to 
survive for millions of years. But today's chemical weapons experts 
have been able to produce these only after constant effort. Serious ef- 
forts are required to produce even the most basic chemical substance. 
In the light of this, we must answer the question of how the bodies of 
termites produce these chemical weapons. According to the theory of 


evolution, these chemical substances came into being spontaneously— 
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Like most other members of the colony, soldier termites are blind. But they 
easily subdue their enemies with chemical weapons. For millions of years, ter- 
mites have been producing poisonous substances that human technology is 
only now beginning to manufacture. 


that is, by chance. But even a little consideration will reveal how illog- 
ical this claim is. 

The theory of evolution claims that termites did not originally 
have a chemical-production system in their bodies, but slowly devel- 
oped it later as a result of random events. But as the examples in the 
following pages will show in detail, every aspect of these claims logi- 
cally contradicts the others. 

Indeed, for a termite's chemical weapon system to function at all, 
both the chemical itself and the organ that produces it must have come 
into being at the same time. In addition, it's vital that this organ has 
safeguards to keep the poison from spreading to other parts of the ter- 
mite's body. And because the way poison is used varies according to 
the species, there must sometimes be a channel or conduit immune to 
the poison leading to the termite's head from the organ where it is pro- 
duced. Besides this, there must be some muscular system or mecha- 


nism that lets the termite eject the poison at an enemy. 
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Evolutionists claim that organs and systems like these have come 
into being by chance. Random events allegedly produced whatever 
chemical formula was required and created a system to produce that 
chemical substance in the body of the first termite; later, other chance 
events occurred, producing substances that in turn produced chemical 
substances, one by one. The organs and other systems in the termite's 
body developed immunity from the poison. In this way, one chance 
event followed after another for millions or even hundreds of millions 
of years, until termites finally emerged as we know them today. 

Elaborating this fairytale scenario makes it clear just how illogical 
these evolutionist claims are. Chance events cannot create even the 
single cell of a living being, let alone a fully-formed creature. Chance 
would first have to create the cells of the creature, combine them and 


form them into organs. It would have to give each organ its special 


Human beings 
work long hours in 
laboratories to pro- 
duce chemical sub- 
stances. God gave 
termites the ability 
to do this in their 
own bodies. 
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qualities and, in order that the species could continue to exist, would 
have to encode the information enabling these functions into the genes 
of the cells of each creature. Of course, this would be impossible. 

Contrary to the evolutionists’ claim, termites did not arrive at 
their present form through a specific process over time. For example, 
if just one element of their chemical-weapons system did not function 
correctly, the entire system would not work properly, and the termite 
would be killed. So only one explanation remains: The termites' chem- 
ical weapons system must have been created in its entirety, all at once. 
That is, they have possessed this system ever since they came into be- 
ing. 

But termites can do more than just produce chemical substances 
and use them as weapons; they also have unique feeding habits with 
an appropriate digestive system and the ability to establish chemical 
communication. In other words, their fine-tuned, highly sophisticated 
systems must have been created all at once. It is God, the Creator of ev- 
ery living thing in nature, Who has given termites their special charac- 
teristics. His power is infinite and He knows how to create every spe- 
cies. 

Say: "Who is the Lord of the heavens and the Earth?" Say: 

"God." Say: "So why have you taken protectors apart from Him 

who possess no power to help or harm themselves?" Say: "Are 

the blind and seeing equal? Or are darkness and light the same? 

Or have they assigned partners to God who create as He creates, 

so that all creating seems the same to them?" Say: "God is the 

Creator of everything. He is the One, the All-Conquering." 

(Surat ar-Ra'd:16) 


Smearing Poison on Their Bodies 


One stratagem that termites use in battle is to smear their bodies 
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with poison. Some species synthesize a very strong poison that they 
store in their bodies without suffering any harm. The poisons pro- 
duced by termites differ according to species, and the way each spe- 
cies uses it is also different. 

For example, soldiers of the subfamily of Rhino-termitidae kill an 
aggressor by smearing its body with poison. This species has a short- 
er lower jaw and long upper jaw, with ends like a brush. This special 
mouth structure is quite effective in allowing the termite to smear the 
body of any aggressor. And since a soldier termite can store up to 35% 
of its body weight in poison, the amount it secretes can kill thousands 
of ants." 

Prorhinotermes also smears poison as a defensive strategy. This 
species of termite lives in Florida, and the jaws of the workers contain 
a poisonous substance called nitroalkene. Another species, the 


The Rhinotermes soldier termite 
kills an intruder by smearing it with 
poison (right). 


The jaw of Prorhinotermes se- 
cretes a poison (nitroalkane). 
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Of the termites that use chemical weapons, 
the species Armitermes has a different jaw 
structure (at left and below). All soldier ter- 
mites are designed to produce different poi- 
sons in their bodies. 


Schedorhinotermes, lives in Africa and produces 
a compound called vinyl ketone—a substance 
that when breathed or swallowed, causes 
death. When it comes into contact with the skin 
or the eyes, it causes severe irritation." Termites 
produce this most effective poison, causing a 
collapse of the central nervous system, and store it in their bodies 
without suffering any harm. 

Termites in Guyana synthesize a very fast-acting substance called 
B-ketoaldehydes. The Armitermes produce a poison called molecular 
string and use substances called esters and lactones as chemical weap- 
ons. As you can see, the structures of each of these poisons has a dif- 
ferent chemical formula. 

However, one common feature of these poisons is that all are elec- 
trophylic—that is, they combine with the electron-rich biological mol- 
ecules on the bodies of aggressors to cause fatal physical deterioration. 
For millions of years, termites have been producing these poisonous 
substances, many of which are unnamed and whose purposes are as 
yet not understood. 

Termites are not more than a few centimeters in length. They are 
blind, live most of their life underground and have only a rudimenta- 
ry brain. But they secrete from their bodies a substance designed to 
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stop the functioning of the physical system of an aggressor. Is it possi- 
ble to maintain that a termite created such a system by its own will? 
Imagine someone telling you a story like this: 

"Long ago termites did not have these systems, but one day a ter- 
mite decided to develop a method of defense against its enemies. 
The most logical thing to do was to find a method to destroy the 
enemy's internal systems. Sometimes the enemies were bigger 
and stronger than the termite itself. Then it decided to produce 
poison in its own body, assuming that it would be much easier to 
subdue an enemy this way without expending much effort. It de- 
veloped various formulas for the poison. To do this it collected 
the requisite substances in a special secretion gland in its body 
and began to produce the poison. But before this, it did not forget 
to develop a layer to the secretion gland to prevent itself from be- 
ing harmed by the poison. It also gave itself immunity from the 
poison when it was expelled from its body .. ." 

This scenario is so silly that even a child would not believe it. 
Termites cannot make decisions or perform chemical operations. But 
evolutionists' claims are no different. They maintain that termites did 
not originally have these poison-producing systems, but produced it 
in their own bodies one day in response to a need. As a matter of fact, 
evolutionists claim that coincidences produced these systems. But nei- 
ther a process of blind chance nor a tiny insect we call a termite can 
conceive, plan and put any system into effect. God is the Creator of 
heaven and Earth and everything in between; it is He Who endowed 
termites with their defense system. 


Another Amazing Method of Defense 


Macrotermites live in Africa where they build their nests in the 
shape of mounds. In this species, the soldiers defending the colony are 
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Soldier Macrotermites have large heads 
and sharp jaws that serve as shields. 
These make it impossible for an intruder 
to escape. 


females, infertile, and smaller than other termites in the nest. The 
somewhat larger protectors of the queen, king and larvae are respon- 
sible for preventing intruders from entering the inner chambers where 
these reside. These protectors were created for battle, with heads de- 
signed like shields and sword-sharp lower jaws. In large soldiers, 10% 
of their body weight is composed of internal secretions. These secre- 
tions are made up of long chains of carbon compounds such as alkanes 
and alkenes, and stored in large sacs in the front part of their bodies. 
Enemies attack these termites at their peril, because the cost of attack- 
ing the colony is more than just a few wounds from the soldiers' 
sword-like lower jaws. The soldiers do not stop at that, but smear the 
open wounds with an oily chemical compound resembling paraffin 
composed of alkanes and alkenes.'> Even though the termites' enemies 
often do not receive life-threatening wounds, scientists have noticed 
that they die shortly afterwards. 

Researchers examining this interesting phenomenon have recog- 
nized an amazing fact: the intruders do not die because of the size of 
the wound they receive, but through loss of blood. The substance the 
termites secrete disables the intruders' blood-clotting ability. 
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No matter how large an aggressor may be, soldier termites defend them- 
selves without hesitation. Above can be seen a soldier termite defending 
itself against a much larger ant. 


For example, ants have a fluid in their bodies called hemolymph 
that functions like blood. When wounded, their bodies produce a 
chemical substance that causes the hemolymph to solidify and the 
wound to heal. The termites' poisonous secretion renders this chemi- 
cal substance ineffective." 

It is certain evidence of creation that an insect between 1 and 2 cm 
(0.3 to 0.7 in) long knows the bodily secretions of another creature, is 
aware of a formula that will destroy the composition of those secre- 
tions and produces in its own body a substance with this formula. 
Without appropriate training, not even human beings can learn the es- 


sential elements of which the bodies of other creatures are composed 
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and how to destroy those elements. First, they must be familiar with 
those creatures’ anatomical structure. But even this is not enough; they 
must gain even more knowledge in order to put into practice what 
they have already learned. 

Of course, chemical materials must be produced with the help of 
technological instruments, under strict conditions, in special places 
and with expert assistance. However, termites produce these chemical 
substances in their bodies without any help at all. 

There are many more aspects to these operations, but the facts are 
clear. A creature like a termite cannot discover chemical formulas or 
create such a system on its own; it is God Who has created termites. It 
is He Who inspires in them what they are to do and how they should 
do it. Like every other creature, termites act according to God's inspi- 
ration. He reveals this truth in the following verse: 

... There is no creature He does not hold by the forelock.... 

(Surah Hud: 56) 


Termites That Spew Out Glue 

Of the 2,000 species of termites, 500 live in tropical zones and 
among these, some have soldiers that spew out a sticky, gluey sub- 
stance. There are two noticeable aspects here: First, some soldier ter- 
mites produce chemical compounds in their bodies which turn into 
glue that when spat out, is strong enough to corrode metal and will 
penetrate mortar or low-grade concrete. But the termite produces and 
stores this very dangerous glue in its body without harm. 

A second interesting point is how the termites squirt the glue 
from special passages on their foreheads called nasal channels. They 
spray the glue on their enemies, which causes the aggressor to lose 
consciousness briefly. Before the spray wears off, the termite takes ad- 
vantage of this time to launch a second attack against the intruder, 
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On the left can be seen a soldier with a 
bazooka. The channels in a termite's 
head function much like a bazooka. In 
moments of danger, it ejects a sticky 
fluid at the enemy (below). Although 
the termite is blind, it can hit an enemy 
centimeters (inches) away. 


during which it either paralyzes or kills the enemy. 


In order for this substance to be effective, it is important to hit the 
enemy. But like other termites, soldier termites are blind. So how can 
they hit their targets? 

The termite's system is totally fail-safe. The delivery channel and 
secretion glands of worker termites, together with their antennae, are 
very similar to heavy radar-guided weapons that can track a target, ze- 
ro in on it and strike. Termites' antennae function just like these devi- 
ces. The termite soldiers know how to use them very well and never 
miss their targets. 

Examining these chemical weapons' molecular structure, we no- 
tice something else: In these remarkable chemical substances are car- 
bon compounds. How have termites been able to discover the formu- 
la of these compounds? Who does the formula belong to? We suggest 
all these questions in order to make you wonder and think. 

In order to produce such sophisticated weapons, several bio- 


chemists must work in the most modern laboratories. Some of them 
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develop new formulas; others test these formulas in various experi- 
ments. As opposed to the endless work and expense that human be- 
ings go through, when the need arises to produce new chemical sub- 
stances, termites can easily synthesize in their bodies these extremely 
complex compounds. In addition, they use these compounds expertly 
as weapons against their enemies. This is a cause for consideration. 
Any intelligent and aware person will understand that such complex 
creatures could not have come to be by chance. 
How many Signs there are in the heavens and Earth! Yet they 
pass them by, turning away from them. Most of them do not be- 
lieve in God without associating others with Him. (Surah 
Yusuf: 105-106) 


Termite Suicide Squads 


The soldiers of many termite species are willing to risk their lives 
to prevent harm coming to their colony. One of these is a very interest- 
ing species that lives in the Malaysian rain forests. These termites are 
bombs in motion anatomically and behaviorally. In their bodies they 
have a sac containing chemicals that render their enemies helpless. If 
one of these termites is seized by an invading ant or other creature, the 
muscles in its thorax contract strongly, tearing the secretion gland and 
drowning the aggressor in a dark yellow fluid.'* 

Another example of interesting battle tactics are some worker ter- 
mites that live in South America. When these termites squirt intruders 
with a substance in their intestines, their internal organs are torn apart 
and they die.” 

If nature is the arena of a life-and-death struggle, as evolutionists 
claim, in which every creature struggles to survive, why would an in- 


sect sacrifice itself? 
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On the left can be seen a 
soldier termite doing battle 
with an ant. Soldier termites 
will not hesitate to defend 
the security of the colony 
and generally they die in the 
process. This self-sacrifice 
of soldier termites proves 
that the claims of evolution- 
ists are baseless. 


Self-Sacrificing Termites Disprove the Theory 

of Evolution 

This kind of self-sacrifice found in termites clearly refutes Charles 
Darwin's claim that only the "stronger will survive." The idea that 
weaker individuals are eliminated is one of evolution's basic assump- 
tions. The basis of this mechanism is that physically strong creatures 
survive to perpetuate subsequent, stronger generations while the oth- 
ers die off. In nature, according to this claim, creatures engage in a 
mortal struggle with one another, and the weaker are starved out or 
killed off by the stronger. The natural-selection mechanism posits that 
creatures are concerned only with their own personal food, shelter and 


security. 
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Even without considering other creatures, the self-sacrifice seen 
in termites is enough to refute this claim. If this evolutionists’ claim 
were true, there would be no cooperation or self-sacrifice among crea- 
tures; only conflict. But termites show that on the contrary, they are 
willing to risk their lives for other individuals in the colony. 

Many creatures in nature put their individual lives in danger as 
they sacrifice themselves for other members of their group; sometimes 
they even display concern for creatures not of their own species. 

John Maynard Smith, a noted evolutionist, sums up the disagree- 
ment among evolutionists about self-sacrificial behavior among spe- 
cies: 

Here one of the key questions has to do with altruism: How is it 

that natural selection can favor patterns of behavior that appar- 

ently do not favor the survival of the individual?” 

In his book Evrim Kurami ve Bagnazlik (The Theory of Evolution 
and Bigotry) Cemal Yildirim, a noted Turkish proponent of evolution, 
writes that animal behavior cannot be explained by natural selection. 
He gives the example of a mother animal's love for her babies: 

Can a mother's love be explained by the blind process of natural 

selection, which has no spiritual aspects? For such questions, it's 

hardly possible for Darwinist biologists to give satisfactory an- 
swers.”! 

There is only one explanation for how creatures without a reason- 
ing mind can feel compassion and mercy and display self-sacrificial 
behavior and a species-protective instinct. It is God Who gives crea- 
tures these characteristics. In the Qur'an, He gives examples from the 
animal world and reveals that they act under His inspiration. Birds, 
butterflies, ants, tigers, elephants, whales, giraffes—in short, all living 
things in nature—act under His inspiration. Everything in the uni- 


verse, both animate and inanimate, exists by His word. Everything we 
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see around us shows us God's infinite power and knowledge and 


proves that He has no partners in creating. 


This is a plain fact that everyone with intelligence can under- 
stand. God reveals this truth in the following verse: 


... The Lord of the East and the West and everything between 
them if you used your intellect. (Surat ash-Shu'ara':28) 


THE MIRACLE OF TERMITES 


A Fascinating 
Nutritional 
System 


ermites' nutritional needs differ from those of other crea- 

tures, because their staple is cellulose—an energy-rich 
source of carbohydrates found in green plants. But because cellulose is 
thick and difficult to decompose, most insects cannot digest it. 

The digestive enzymes secreted by most animals cannot break 
down this thick carbohydrate. Termites are one of the rare creatures 
that have the ability to digest cellulose and actually nourish them- 
selves with wood, which to us is wholly indigestible. 

But something else makes this nutritional system even more re- 
markable. The termites themselves have no ability to break down cel- 
lulose in wood; they can do so only because of microorganisms living 
in their guts.” 

These organisms, each the size of a micron, perform their complex 


chemical functions in this fashion: 
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Symbiosis: a Balance Within a Balance 


Among the many examples of symbiosis in nature is that of ter- 
mites and the unicellular protozoa living in their intestines. The flag- 
ellates that live and move about with their flagella in the termites’ in- 
testines possess special enzymes able to break down the cellulose of 
the ingested wood and making it utilizable for themselves and their 
hosts. This process takes place in a special section of the termites’ in- 
testinal tract that has widened to form a fermentation chamber. The 
flagellates multiply profusely, supplying their hosts with not only di- 
gestible carbohydrates but also with their necessary protein—because 
the surplus population of these small organisms is itself digested in 
the termites’ gut.” 

These single-celled protozoa could not survive on their own and 
so they become attached to termites and other insects. On the other 
hand, if these single-celled creatures did not exist, termites could not 
digest the cellulose in wood and provide energy for themselves. 

For this reason, the two creatures must have come together at the 
same time. If termites were born in the absence of these single-celled 
creatures, they would die from being unable to digest their food. But 
as usual, evolutionists assert that these creatures came into existence 
in various ways through some imaginary process of evolution and lat- 
er decided to enter into a symbiotic relationship with one another. But 
then, evolutionists are bound to answer the question of how termites 
and the protozoa could manage to survive before they encountered 
each other. 

What contradicts evolutionist claims in this symbiosis is that 
these two creatures must have come into existence at the same time. 
Evolutionist claims assume that creatures are in a state of constant de- 
velopment, choosing whatever ways of behavior are most beneficial 
and advantageous for them. This being the case, the symbiotic rela- 
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Termites feed on wood. Thanks 
to microorganisms living in 
their guts, termites can break 
down the cellulose in the wood 
into enzymes. These microor- 
ganisms can be seen in the pic- 
ture above on the right. 


tionship between termites and their protozoa presents a problem for 
evolutionists. Why do these single-celled creatures attach themselves 
to termites, break down cellulose and give it to their hosts to ensure 
their survival? 

These two different creatures living together and complementing 
each other's physical systems is clear proof that they could not have 
come into existence—much less together—by chance. Everywhere we 
are confronted by the evident fact that the world functions according 


to a flawless system. This implies that Someone ensures this order; it 
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is God Who has created the whole universe in all its perfection. He has 
the infinite power to know the needs of every creature on Earth and 
endows them with the systems they need. 

He has inspired termites to know what they must eat; He created 
protozoa for the benefit of termites, and placed these creatures within 
their tiny bodies to ensure their survival. In the Qur'an, God tells us 
that He feeds all living creatures: 


There is no creature on the Earth which is not dependent upon 
God for its provision. He knows where it lives and where it 
dies. They are all in a Clear Book. (Surah Hud: 6) 


Nutritional Habits of Other Members of a 
Termite Colony 


Another interesting thing about termite colonies is that the work- 
ers feed the queen, the king, the soldiers and the larvae. 

The workers perform this duty, providing every member of the 
colony without fail with the nourishment they need. Especially the 
queen and soldier termites would go without food if the workers did 


A worker feeding 
the queen. 
Workers give the 
queen food that 
they have already 
digested. Worker 
termites perform 
this function with- 
out fail. These in- 
sects, like all other 
creatures in the 
world, proclaim 
God as Creator. 


Adnan Oktar 


not feed them. When she begins laying eggs, the queen becomes so 
heavy that she cannot move and needs to be fed by others. The sol- 
diers' head has a structure appropriate for defending the nest; their 
mouths are more suited to repelling intruders than to eating and there- 
fore, they too must be fed by the workers. Also, the larvae are fed for 
a while by the workers with food they had digested themselves. This 
is very important because, in this way, the workers "seed" the bodies 
of the new termites the vital microorganisms they will need to digest 
cellulose. And a short while later, as they grow larger, the new termites 
become able to digest their own food, thanks to the protozoa that the 
workers put into their systems. 

As you see, the workers are responsible for the care of most of the 
other termites. In nourishing their colony, they show a high degree of 
self-sacrifice—clear proof that the claims of the theory of evolution are 
basically untenable. If the natural world were merely an arena of con- 
flict where only the strong survive, the workers would let the other 
starve and might even kill them. But termites act totally opposite to 


the claims of evolutionists, feeding the whole colony tirelessly, with- 


out ceasing and with no hope of reward. 


Worker termites 
feed and tend the 
larvae. They show 
self-sacrifice in 
feeding the whole 
colony. This is one 
of the major proofs 
that the evolution- 
ists' claims that 
“Nature is only a 
battleground" are 
untenable. 
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Workers must also feed the soldier termites that defend the colony, because 
the jaws of the soldiers are not designed for eating. God inspires the workers 
to feed the soldiers. 


It seems remarkable that soldier termites are fed by the workers, 
because the soldiers would appear to be the strongest members of the 
colony. Evolutionists cannot explain why these stronger individuals 
have been dependent on workers for their survival for millions of 
years. 

As stated earlier, one basic aspect of the theory of evolution is the 
idea of natural selection, that the strong must struggle to survive. 
Meanwhile, as claimed, over long billions of years, they developed the 
qualities they needed for survival. If we apply this same mythological 
claim to termites, we'd expect the soldiers to acquire the necessary 
traits and eliminate their nourishment problems. Evolutionists regard 
one creature's dependence on another as a disadvantage. But as we 
can see clearly in the fossil record, and contrary to what evolutionists 
claim, termites have not undergone any physical change in 250 million 


years; they have continued to survive as termites. 
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In one moment of creation, 


God made soldier termites 
with their special endow- 
ments and a mouth structure 
that prevents them from feed- 
ing themselves. At the same 
moment, He made worker ter- 
mites with their selfless industrious- 
ness, and the queen with her astound- 
ing reproductive ability. 

The attentiveness of worker termites to 
the duties inspired in them and their care for 
feeding the whole colony are manifestations of 
God’s signs. In the Qur'an, God tells us that He ie oe 
feeds all creatures: preserved in amber, we 


How many creatures do not carry their 4" See no difference be- 
tween it and today's ter- 


provision with them! God provides for faites: 


them and He will for you. He is the All- 
Hearing, the All-Knowing. (Surat al-'An- 
kabut: 60) 
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Communication 
in a Termite 
Colony 


ocial life in a termite colony is flawless. The termites act to- 

gether simultaneously as one body and cooperate in per- 

forming all functions of the community. And, if we consid- 
er that sometimes termites live with at least one million others, we can 
easily understand the importance of a system of communication that 
allows termites to provide a working area, come together and join for- 
ces against intruders and manage all the other needs of the colony in 
perfect harmony. This communication system is based on the ex- 
change of chemical signals through smell or taste. 

Now, let's compare the functioning of a million-member termite 
community with that of a human community of the same size. 

Think of more than 1,000,000 human beings living and working 
together in one place. Imagine that they fulfill their cleaning, ventila- 
tion, temperature and nutritional requirements all by themselves. 

Performing such functions with such a large number of individu- 
als would certainly take a lot of time and labor. A well planned organ- 
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lt takes a lot of 
effort for a group 
of 30 to 40 indi- 
viduals to live to- 
gether. Good or- 
ganization is es- 
sential. 

However, count- 
less termites 
have lived to- 
gether for mil- 
lions of years 
without trouble 
or confusion. 


ization would be required to avoid confusion and breakdowns in the 
system. There would have to be a very good communication and la- 
bor-distribution systems. 

It is extremely difficult for one million human beings to work to- 
gether as one. Indeed, problems arise when only 30 or 40 people try to 
live together in a group. To establish order in such an organization 
would take at least a good amount of time. 

Human beings are the only creatures in the world with intelli- 
gence. They have the powers of judgment and technological skill, and 
they can plan for the future. A termite is an insect 1 to 2 cm (0.3 to 0.7 
of an inch)-long. This comparison is to show how important it is for 
termites to live together successfully in a colony. As you'll see in later 
pages, termites lack the intelligence that would allow them to build 


skyscrapers and install heating/cooling systems. 
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About 1 million termites, and sometimes more, manage to per- 
form these feats with no problems, showing that they have a well-or- 
ganized communal life and a very good system of communication. We 
may well be curious about a communication system that lets one mil- 
lion individuals work together as one. Termites are blind; how do they 
understand one another? How can they create a work area? How can 
they build magnificent towers without any confusion? Being blind, 
how can they recognize enemies? How can they fight together against 
one? The answers to these questions provide a key to a very important 
truth. 


The Source of Termites' Communication 

System 

Termites’ established society depends on a system of mutual com- 
munication. But they have no trouble in exchanging information. All 
essential activities such as building, finding food, recognizing others 
belonging to the same nest, following tracks, physical development, 
sounding the alarm against intruders and defending the nest are de- 
termined—as with other insects—through chemical signals. 

As with other insects, termites use chemical secretions called phe- 
romones to communicate. Every colony has its own particular smell. 
For example, when the colony is invaded, the queen is informed when 
the workers smear secretions on the food they bring her. She in turn 
secretes an alarm secretion which orders soldiers to go to the site of the 
intrusion. In addition, when workers find a new source of food, they 
leave a secret chemical scent that other members of the nest can follow, 
leading them to find the new source of food. 

As said before, the number of individuals in each caste and the 
proportion of workers to soldiers are also determined by means of 
chemical secretions. The queen determines whether the developing 


larvae will become soldiers, workers, or prospective kings or queens, 
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Every termite colony has 
its own chemical secretion. 
No termite without this se- 
cretion is admitted into the 
nest. Termites at the en- 
trance to the nest are able 
to make the distinction, us- 
ing antennas with scent-re- 
ceptive cells. An insect 
such as the one pictured at 
right can recognize mem- 
bers of its own colony by 
making a quick chemical 
analysis. 


according to the needs of the colony; and by means of secretions, she 
informs the workers as to which class the larvae belong.* 

Besides communicating by chemical secretions, termites also 
have very sensitive antennae. A series of cells on their antennae can 
perceive scents, allowing termites to recognize one another and to per- 


ceive the smell of other insects not of their species. 


Termites’ Special Barcode 

Insects have a protective covering called the chitin-protein layer. 
This layer contains glands that exudes hydrocarbon molecules with a 
special scent that termites are able to perceive. This is how they can de- 
tect a foreign insect trying to enter the nest. 

How does their scent-detection ability work? To answer this, we 
can compare termites with a scanner that's able to read barcodes (the 
special price and destination codes on merchandise). 

Just as the computers in a company's security system can recog- 
nize the code inscribed on security cards, so termites can tell the dif- 


ference between the scent of an ant and that of another termite. 
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Termites’ antennas are so sensitive that they can detect by its scent 
whether another termite is a member of their colony. In addition, ev- 
ery termite species and even every nest within the same termite spe- 
cies has its own odor. The fact that termites can differentiate these 
scents makes them experts in the art of "smelling." And their antennae 
serve as the most effective means of monitoring the security of the 
nest. 

Scientists have investigated how blind termites can know when 
another insect tries to enter their nest and how they can recognize that 
other termites are not members of their colony. Chemical analyses 
(spectrometry and gas chromatography) of the scent that termites ex- 
ude have definitely shown that different species of termites (e.g. 
Reticulitermes santonensis and Reticulitermes lucifugus grassei) exude dif- 
ferent scents.” 

Besides this, when researchers transferred the shell or carapace of 
a termite from one nest onto a termite from another nest, they found 
that every time the foreign termite carrying the scent of the first nest 
tried to enter the second one, it was expelled. 

Such expertise in smelling is not an ability that termites could 
have acquired later in their development. Every termite must have 
been born with this system already in place, because blind termites 
couldn't have survived without their antennae. Their ability to find di- 
rections and to defend themselves and the colony all depends on their 
antennae's ability to recognize signals sent by the queen. This also 
shows that termites' antennae were created at the same time as their 
secretion glands, together with all the other components that make up 


their systems. 


A Creature that can Break Through a Security 
System 


Though termites’ security precautions are extremely effective, this 
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Here we see a termite taking a leaf to its nest. It finds its way by following the 
scent it secreted earlier from glands in its thorax. 


does not prevent every intruder from entering the nest. In spite of all 
its security precautions, there is another species of ant that's able to en- 
ter into the colony. 

How they can do this is amazing: The Ponerine subfamily of ant 
exudes the scent not of an ant but of a termite! Thus it is able to pene- 
trate the termites’ security system and wander freely throughout the 
nest. Being blind, the termites detect these ants' scent and mistakenly 
think they are "members of the family." 

This very effective ability of ants to fool termites is an example of 
a flawless and impressive creation. This "ant success story" raises the 
especially interesting question of how the ants discovered the termites’ 
special scent. Can one creature possibly duplicate the chemical sub- 
stances in the body of another? How did these ants know about the 
termites’ security system in the first place? And how do they know 
that they can wander freely among termites, once they secrete this 
scent? But above all, how did they gain the ability to produce in their 
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own bodies chemical substances found in the bodies of termites? 
There is only one answer to all these questions: Some Power has 
informed these ants about the termites' security system. This Power 
knows how both ants and termites are made, because He has designed 
and created these ants’ physical systems. God is the incomparable 
Power that created both these creatures. He knows everything, and 
has total knowledge of all creation: 
Everyone in the heavens and Earth belongs to Him. All are sub- 
missive to Him. It is He Who originated creation and then re- 
generates it. That is very easy for Him. His is the most exalted 
designation in the heavens and the Earth. He is the Almighty, 
the All-Wise. (Surat ar-Rum: 26-27) 


Another Means of Communication 


Termites also communicate using sound. By striking the walls of 
the tunnels with their heads, worker and soldier termites produce vi- 
brations throughout their nest that summon other termites. The other 
termites feel this reverberation with extremely sensitive feelers in their 
legs. 

The termites know that they will produce a reverberation 
throughout the nest by striking the tunnel walls with their heads and 
that this message will be understood by the other termites. This meth- 
od of communication resembles Morse code. Of course, someone must 
be trained in Morse code; no one can learn the code spontaneously by 
chance and make random sounds that others can understand. Both the 
sender and the receiver must know the code, or no matter how impor- 
tant the message, it can't be understood. 

Just as Morse code cannot be learned spontaneously, so termites 
cannot have discovered their communication code by chance. Termites 


must know this communication system from the moment they are 
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hatched. So, to suppose that termites acquired this ability by them- 
selves and by chance is unscientific and illogical. 

Receptors are not formed on a creature's body by chance. Chance 
cannot help signals emitted by one creature understood by another. In 
short, no creature acquires its traits by chance. 

This communication system is taught to termites; or rather, it is 
inspired into them. In the Qur'an, God gives the example of a honey- 
bee; He tells us that this creature moves by His revelation: 

Your Lord revealed to the bees: "Build dwellings in the moun- 

tains and the trees, and also in the structures which men erect. 

Then eat from every kind of fruit and travel the paths of your 

Lord, which have been made easy for you to follow." From in- 

side them comes a drink of varying colors, containing healing 

for humanity. There is certainly a Sign in that for people who 

reflect. (Surat an-Nahl: 68-69) 

Like the honeybee, every creature on earth moves by God's reve- 
lation and is totally subject to Him. 
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The Wondrous 
Architecture of 
Their Nests 


ermites are best known for their ability to build magnificent 

nests out of the ground more skillfully than a human being 
could. The skill of these tropical architects is undisputed in building 
cities that seem to appear out of nowhere. Their ease in finding build- 
ing materials and technical skills are amazing. Every species of termite 
builds different kinds of nests suitable to their needs. These nests can 
be found inside trees, on or under the ground. 

Nests that are shaped like mountains are architecturally very 
complex. The construction of all the nests begins underground, where 
compartments become more spacious as they approach the surface. A 
cross-section of a termite nest would show that the inside resembles a 
sponge composed of countless cells 2.5 cm (0.9 inches) in size, or 
smaller. These cells are joined by narrow passages only large enough 
for termites to pass through. Termites thrive in an atmosphere whose 
temperature and humidity are constant, with a carbon dioxide content 
of between 5 and 15%. In such an environment, human beings would 


lose consciousness, but termites survive easily.”’ 


If we compare the height of an average termite nest with the size of a worker termite 
and adjust the scale to a human being 1.80 meters (5.5 feet) in height, the termite con- 
struction would be like a 960-meter (3,149-foot) skyscraper—higher than every human 
building in the world. For example, it is five times higher than the Great Pyramid of 
Egypt. If we consider that a termite finishes its structure in three to four years, this is 
the equivalent of many thousands of human years. (Erich Hoyt and Ped Schultz, Insect 
Life, New York: John Wiley and Sons. Inc., 1999, p. 160.) 
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Specially Sheltered Nests 


Termite nests are designed to isolate their inhabitants from the 
harsh, constantly changing external conditions in tropical regions. No 
matter what the conditions outside, the temperature and humidity re- 
main stable inside the nest. 

In order to provide insulation, termites cover their mountain-like 
nests with a compact layer of 
building material that func- 
tions like an outer shell of 
reinforced concrete and 
helps to regulate the nest's 
interior climate in accord- 
ance with the requirements. 
For the eggs, it's essential 
that the temperature inside 
the nest remain constant.” 
Termites must be very care- 
ful to protect the queen's 
eggs, and this roof serves to 
ensure that the temperature 
is right. The roof also pro- 
tects the colony from intru- 
sions by other creatures, 
since the outer walls are 


very hard and firm. The in- 


ner galleries are much soft- 
er, made of a material that 


On the right can be seen the architectural 
plan of a termite nest. Looking at a verti- 
cal cross section of the nest, we see the 
royal chamber exactly in the middle and 
the large and small rooms surrounding it. 


almost has the consistency 
of cardboard.” 
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Exactly in the center there are small air spaces between these rooms and the 
strong, thick outer walls. At the base, there is an air space like a cellar. The central 
structure is conical in shape and it supports the whole nest. In addition, the nest 
has perpendicular supports. Another air space rises like a chimney above this cen- 
tral conical structure. From the top to the bottom, the exterior of the nest has cap- 
illary channels opening into inner galleries. These nar- 
row channels also support the nest. These channels 
are too narrow for termites to pass through and 
they function as a gas-exchange system. 
At the same time, these channels are protected by 
delicate roofs that prevent rain from entering the 
nest. These channels form a narrowing branch 
that extends from the upper air space to the low- 
er one, where they separate into smaller chan- 
nels. Later they join together again to form a 
larger channel and open a way to the air cel- 
r where they first started. (Gorse! Bilim ve 
| Teknik Ansiklopedisi (Visual Science and 
Technology Encyclopedia), Vol. 3, p. 955.) 


Cross-section of a nest of the 

Macrotermes bellicosus species of 

termite. One million termites live to 

gether in this nest. 

1. The underground nest is built on a 

support column. 

2. On top of this is a spiral founda- 

tion block. 

3. Above this are the areas where the 

larvae are kept. 

4. Fungus gardens 

5. Food storage areas 

6. The queen's chamber 

7. The central chimney 
8. Lateral chimneys: 
temperature-control 
and air-exchange sys- 
tems 
9. Underground tun- 
nels. To maintain hu- 
midity, the termites 
bring food and build- 
ing materials into the 
nest through these 
tunnels. 


Termites build nests safeguard- 
ed from all sides. These nests 
are so strong that some can be 
destroyed only by picks or dy- 
namite. 
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Somehow, termites know that the 
temperature of the nest must remain con- 
stant and how to make the best insulation 
to maintain it. In areas where intruders 
are always liable to attack, termites know 
the right materials to use. Besides this, 
they have the marvelous ability to meas- 
ure the temperature inside their nest.” 
When one sees the evidence of God's cre- 
ation in tiny creatures like these, one 
must remember not to praise or admire 
them, but only to praise and admire God 
Who created them with their talent. Only 
God is worthy to be praised: 
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He is the Living — there is no god but Him - so call on Him, 
making your religion sincerely His. Praise be to God, the Lord 
of all the worlds. (Surah Ghafir:65) 

Noticing the wonderful construction in termite nests, scientists 
have done various experiments with them. In one, they divided in two 
a termite nest in the process of being built and prevented the two 
groups of termites from having any contact with each other. The result 
was not two different nests, but two halves of the same nest. When the 
two finished halves were put back together, all the tunnels that the ter- 
mites had built connected with one another.*! 

There is no doubt that this was miraculous. Just imagine that you 
gave two groups of human workers each a pile of sand and commis- 
sioned each of the two groups to build half a sandcastle, without giv- 
ing either of the groups instructions or supplying them with a plan. 
Would each be able to make an exact copy of the other half of the sand- 
castle? Of course not. Now in addition, imagine that these workers 
you've commissioned are blind. The enterprise would be even more 


impossible! These two groups couldn't built identical halves of a sand- 


Just as the sand castles pictured here could 
not have come about by chance, so blind ter- 
mites cannot accidentally consiruct nests that 
are architectural wonders. 74 
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castle after thousands, or even hundreds of thousands, of attempts. 
Where human beings with their intelligent awareness could not suc- 
ceed, sightless termites can complete the construction of nests hun- 
dreds of times larger than themselves. 

This fact cannot be avoided; termites do not behave by their 
own will, knowledge or expertise. They are clearly inspired. And it is 


Almighty God Who inspires them. 


Features of the Termite Architects 


The architects of termite colonies are the white, wingless workers. 
Though blind, they are very sensitive to light. They immediately no- 
tice any holes in the nest through which light can enter and are experts 
in stopping them up. They also show the same expertise in obtaining 
the materials needed to construct their nests. 

First they make secretions and mix this fluid with grains of sand, 
earth and pieces of wood; then they use their mouths and legs to shape 


this material into small balls. Then they fix each of these balls into their 


Termites use grains of 
sand, earth and pie- 
ces of wood to con- 
struct their nests. 
They mix these mate- 
rials with their own 
secretions to produce 
a strong mortar. Some 
termite species use 
clay to build their 
nests. Obviously, ter- 
mites cannot manage 
these things with their 
own intelligence; their 
activities are inspired 
in them by God. 
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proper places. Gradually these turn as hard as cement.” This material 
from which termites build their nests is so strong and resistant that hu- 
mans beings often cannot break it with their hands. Some termite nests 


have to be destroyed by picks and shovels, even dynamite. 


Blind Engineers and Architects 

Considering the stages in human construction, or even the stages 
in learning how to do construction, illustrates the magnitude of the 
work done by termites. 

To become an architect, a person must go through years of train- 
ing. When he puts into practice what he has learned, he must first 
draw up blueprints for each construction. In making these plans, he 
must think long and hard and make complex calculations and sketch- 
es to determine the resilience of the proposed structure. Then, at each 
stage of construction, he must bring in other architects, construction 
engineers, mechanical engineers, skilled workers, experts in construc- 
tion, and others who have undergone special training. But termites are 
tiny insects with no architectural training, and it is miraculous that 
they are even more expert at construction than human beings. 

When we compare the architectural skill of termites with that of 
humans beings, keep one important point in mind. 

Could a blind architect construct a building? Could a blind archi- 
tect draw up plans for a building 300 times larger than himself, hand 
the plans to a blind foreman, and have him perform the construction 
using blind workmen? Of course, such would be impossible. No one 
would claim that people blind from birth could construct skyscrapers 
requiring complex mathematical calculations and technical knowl- 
edge. The construction of even the simplest building requires consid- 
eration of such details as pressure, resistance, foundation structure, 
ventilation systems and emergency exits. And those who handle these 
details are experts who are able to see. 
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No one would ever claim that 
blind architects and engineers 
could draw up and execute plans 
for the English Channel Tunnel 
(above). But this is exactly what 
evolutionists claim for termites 
and their nests. They maintain 
that blind termites acquired all 
their abilities by chance. It would 
be totally illogical to claim that 
blind insects do something that 
even intelligent human beings 
cannot. 
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To complete this comparison, let's play with this possibility: If a 
team composed of blind workers, architects and engineers has com- 
pleted a construction, what possibilities come to mind? Could anyone 
assert that the building came about by chance? Or would it be as- 
sumed that the blind workers involved, if not experienced, had re- 
ceived special training, and that someone had directed their work? 
First of all, blind workers could not build such a structure; but if they 
did, someone would have to have trained them, showed them how to 
manage each stage of the construction and supervised their every step. 
It would be illogical to think that blind persons could construct any 
towering building without close supervision. 

In the same way, it is unthinkable that termite nests could come 


into existence by chance. 


Termite Skyscrapers 

Termites construct skyscrapers up to 7 meters (22 feet) high. 
Comparing the size of a termite with the height of its nest, it's no ex- 
aggeration to call it a skyscraper. 

Comparing human buildings with termite constructions, we 
come up with some incredible figures. In order to get an idea of the 
proportions of the nests that termites make, we can compare them to 
the Empire State building in New York City. 

The construction of that building started in 1930 and took 14 
months to complete; it was the tallest building in the world until the 
World Trade Center was built in 1972. It was built by four expert con- 
struction companies and rose to a height of 443 meters (1,453 feet). 

It occupies an area of 8,000 square meters (9,567 square yards, or 
86,111 square feet) and 16 different plans were drawn up before con- 
struction started. The foundations were dug to a depth of 10.5 meters 
(34.4 feet), from which 28,500 truckloads of earth were removed. After 
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If termites were the same size as human beings, their nests would be twice as high as 
the Empire State building, seen above. 
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construction ended, 10 million bricks were used; 112,000 meters (367, 
454 feet) of water pipes and 5,181,000 meters (5,181,000 feet) of tele- 
phone cable were installed. These are the materials that went into the 
construction of a skyscraper.* Now, let's return to the termite's nest. 
Termites are only 1 to 2 cm (0.3 to 0.7 of an inch) long, but they 
make giant nests 7 meters (22 feet) high. If compared to buildings 
made by human beings, their nests would be twice the present height 
of the Empire State building. The magnificence of the termite's work is 
obvious. But when we examine the details of a nest's construction, we 


see more clearly the perfection of its structure. 


The Stages in Construction of a Termite Nest 


Termites live for years under the ground and, as the colony reach- 
es a certain population, the nests expand towards the surface. 
Normally, between 1 and 2 million termites live in a single nest, work- 
ing and breathing together. They have a great need for oxygen; so, if 
the nests were not ventilated and the humidity level stable, they could 
not survive. Therefore, they must construct their nest to supply these 
needs. 

Termites live comfortably in earthen structures without windows 
or openings for air to pass through. So, let's examine the amazing sta- 
ges of the construction of a termite nest. 

Immediately after heavy rains especially, small mounds of soil 
will suddenly appear in areas where there had been no termite 
mounds before. A nest starts as a small mound, but can rise to a height 
of 5 to 6 meters (15 to 19 feet) in the course of months or even years. 

Random piles of earth are brought into the nest and used to ex- 
pand it. These piles of earth become the central columns that will sup- 
port the nest. When these piles reach a certain height, construction 
stops. When these earth columns are brought sufficiently close togeth- 
er, they are bound together at the top by a circular band. 
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The colony lives comfortably while the nest continues to be built. The ventila- 
tion is perfect at every stage, and passages and tunnels are placed in exactly 
the right places. It is God with His mighty power Who directs the planned ac- 
tivities of these insects. 


As the mound rises in the process of construction, convection air 
currents rising through the channels serve as invisible construction 
piers and workers weave strong walls around these currents.™ 

Because of this, the nest is more than just a pile of earth; it be- 
comes a complex structure through the careful step-by-step applica- 
tion of technology. Finally, a wonderful example of free architecture 
emerges with a ventilation system, controlled humidity, and a con- 
nected series of tunnels and passages. Construction is perfect at every 
stage, without the slightest error. While construction continues, the 
other members of the colony live comfortably. At every stage, ventila- 
tion channels, tunnels and passages are put accurately in place. At no 
stage are any errors made that would put the colony in jeopardy. 

These mounds are built to be hard and strong; when they are 


joined and the dome is complete, the mounds serve as scaffolding. 
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Those in the middle, apart from their top sections, are then eliminated. 
(Once joined, these will form the top of the dome.) Clay is used for the 
inner construction, or to construct the mound more quickly. 

The outer structure or the dome is important not only to protect 
the inner structure of the nest from rain or external damage; it's also 
important to stabilize and maintain the temperature and humidity lev- 
els—crucial for the hatching of eggs and care of the young.*® 

How is it, then, that these blind creatures can construct these ar- 
chitectural masterpieces? How can the nest's order be technically 
maintained even when it is under construction? How can the humidi- 
ty be regulated at every stage, and how are the construction activities 
monitored and directed? 

In order for such a well-organized system to exist, certainly there 
must be a "will" directing the termites, inspiring them to do their work 
and giving them directions. Of course, this will does not belong to the 
termites; it belongs to God. He is the Almighty Lord of all; He Who di- 
rects every living creature, inspiring in them the work they must do. 

Everyone must think twice when he sees God's intelligence man- 
ifested in these tiny creatures. We must recall the basic purpose of life 
and try to direct our lives according to the will of the Lord of all. 

The Qur'an tells us that believers consider the creatures that God 
has created and learn from them. In this book, we hope to show the 
wondrous talents of just one of the millions of species that God has 
created, to remind you that there is no power apart from God and to 
invite you once again to turn to Him. God says in the Qur'an: 

The kingdom of the heavens and Earth belongs to God. God has 

power over all things. In the creation of the heavens and the 

Earth, and the alternation of night and day, there are Signs for 

people with intelligence: those who remember God, standing, 

sitting and lying on their sides, and reflect on the creation of the 
heavens and the Earth: "Our Lord, You have not created this for 
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When termite nests first appear above the 

ground, they look like one or two small 

mounds about 30 cm. (12 inches) in height. 

Later other cone-shaped mounds are built beside them. The original mounds 
gradually grow higher and wider. The number of mounds constantly increases 
together with the width of the base. The highest part of the nest is in the center. 
The spaces between the separate mounds are filled in, and the nest is completed 
with a dome. 
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nothing. Glory be to You! So safeguard us from the punishment 
of the Fire." (Surah Al Imran:189-191) 


Termites' Nest-Repair Techniques 

When we first glance at a termite's nest, it may appear to have 
been constructed without a plan, as if heaps of earth have been piled 
up randomly. But this impression does not last long; soon it becomes 
clear that these apparently random piles of earth form a nest with a 
very complex order. 

Even if all termite nests resemble one another in their general fea- 
tures, they have an infinite variety and delicacy of design. At each giv- 
en stage, you cannot imagine the complexity that you will encounter 
at the next one. 

One characteristic of worker termites is that they quickly fit or 
adapt any variation in the construction plan into the overall structure. 

In one experiment, a small hole was made in the roof of a Nasute 
termite nest. How would the termites repair it? After a pause of sever- 
al minutes, one soldier cautiously emerged from the tunnel, inspected 
the extent of the damage with great care, and withdrew. Soon several 
soldiers appeared and took up positions at the top and bottom end of 
the opening. Only their pointed noses and their wavering antennae 
were visible. More soldiers lined up along both sides of the damaged 
section. 

Next, a group of workers appeared and began to repair the dam- 
age, starting at both ends. Only now and then did the tip of an abdo- 
men become visible between two soldiers, as a worker deposited a 
large drop of excrement on the edge of the broken tunnel, and soon 
after a head pressed a small soil particle into the excrement. 
Systematically, brick by building brick, the damage was repaired in 
only a few hours.** 


Termites’ talents are not limited to repair work. These insects also 
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If the nest is damaged, soldiers and workers work in perfect harmony to 
repair it immediately. 
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have the technology to make paper that they use in the construction of 
their nests. They use paper pulp made of masticated wood mixed with 
saliva or excrement, not only for the outer walls of their dwellings, but 
also for the construction of their living, breeding, and storage cham- 


bers—including a royal cell as the centerpiece.” 


Utility Rooms in the Nest 

Examining the various sections of a termite nest, we see the 
queen's chamber and around it, a row of small rooms in which the lar- 
vae are nursed. Beside these are storage rooms where little pieces of 
leaves are stored. 

The chamber in which the queen and the king live is between 15 
and 17 cm (6 to 7 inches) in length. This room is the center of the nest, 
with several openings in the walls of the nest through which worker 
and soldier termites can come and go. But these openings are too small 
to admit the larger queen and the king. They spend their whole lives 
in this room, where all their needs are supplied. They are fed from 
mouth to mouth by the worker termites that can easily pass through 
the openings. The workers take the eggs laid by the queen, carry them 
to the nearest larva nursery and care for them there. The king is always 
at the queen's side and fertilizes her eggs at the right time. 

One of the most interesting rooms in the nest is the agriculture 


room. 


Agriculture in a Skyscraper 

In these magnificent termite structures, some rooms are used for 
agriculture. Here extra leaves are stored, and a kind of agriculture is 
practiced. 

During the night, termites collect leaves and seeds from the out- 
side and store them in some of the countless underground passages 


they have constructed. But termites cannot stand light and dryness. 
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The queen's and king's chambers lie exactly in the middle of the nest. 
Because the queen is constantly growing, worker termites continually enlarge 
the nest according to her size. When the queen is fully grown, she will be 
more than 1,000 times heavier than the king. The entrances to the queen's and 
the king's chambers prevent insects larger than workers and soldiers from en- 
tering, and the queen and the king from leaving. (Erich Hoyt and Ped Schuliz, 
Insect Life. New York: John Wiley and Sons. Inc., 1999, p. 161) 
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For this reason, it is difficult for them to collect leaves and bits of plant 
material on the open ground. Termites build underground passages 
between 2 and 4 meters (6 to 13 feet) deep, by which they carry organ- 
ic material into the nest. 

This organic material, used in the place of soil, is composed of rot- 
ting leaves and pieces of wood; termites mix it with secretions and 
grow fungus in large specially designed rooms. 

In order to ensure the productivity of their fungus gardens and 
for the health of the colony in general, temperature and humidity in 


the mounds must be kept constant. The growth of the fungus raises 


Some rooms in termite nests are designed for agriculture. Above is shown 
a special room for growing fungus. 
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Termites use the organic matier from rotten 
leaves and pieces of wood as soil for fun- 
gus. Mixing it with secretions, they use it to 
grow fungus in specially organized spacious 
storage rooms. 


the temperature around it to a point that could ruin the temperature 
balance created in the nest; this elevation in temperature must be cor- 
rected at all costs. So termites install a ventilation system to manage 
the heat they produce by themselves and through the metabolism of 
the fungus in their gardens. 


Termites’ Natural Air-Conditioning System 

Nests are between 3 and 4 meters (9 and 13 feet) high and contain 
about two million termites. All of these two million termites eat, work 
and breathe in their nest, so of course, these individuals consume a lot 
of oxygen. Without ventilation they would all suffocate within twelve 
hours. How, then, does a termite colony survive living in a hard-cov- 
ered nest with no windows? 


Termites do not themselves act as ventilators as, for instance, bees 
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do when they ventilate the hive by fanning with their wings. The ven- 
tilation system of the nest is completely automatic. Air in the fungus 
chambers is heated by the fermentation process taking place there. 
Like any tightly packed group of breathing animals, the termites 
themselves cause a rise in temperature. This continuous stream of hot 
air rises within the main tower by pressure and is forced into the ducts 
system of the ridges. The exterior and interior walls of these ridges are 
so porous that they enable an exchange of gasses to take place. Carbon 
dioxide escapes, and oxygen penetrates from outside. These ridges 
with their system of ducts might be called the lungs of the colony. The 
air is cooled during its passage through the ridges; this cooler, regen- 
erated air now flows into the air hole resembling a cellar by way of the 
lower system of wide ducts. From there, it returns to the nest and re- 
places the rising warm air.* 

This fresh air is rich in oxygen, rushing into the nest at the rate of 
12 cm (4.72 inches) a minute and keeping the temperature at a stable 
30eeC (86 F).? 

Because of this perfectly functioning system, the annual tempera- 
ture in the nest varies by less than half a degree. It takes each day 1,500 
liters of air to supply a medium-sized termite nest. If this oxygen was 
delivered by the entry of air directly into the nest, the temperature and 
humidity would be too high for the termites to survive. 

For this reason, termites do not use that kind of simple ventila- 
tion; instead, they have put much more complex systems in place. As 
we see, in order for termites to carry out their choice, they would need 
at least a very good engineer, a good designer and many individuals 
with experience in many branches of knowledge. Consider that to in- 
stall such an air conditioning system, termites would have to have ex- 
pertise in meteorology, geology, art, and interior design, among other 


branches of knowledge. 
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The temperature and carbon diox- 
ide level (CO2) in the air circulating 
in the nest 

A 300C/860 F CO2 -2.7% 
B 250C/770F CO2 -2.7% 
C  240C/750 F CO2 -0.8% 


Because of the perfectly functioning air-conditioning system within the nest, 
its internal temperature varies by only half a degree throughout the year. The 
temperature of the air in the horizontal channels is lowered, and the air is then 
transported to a deep cellar; rising hot air takes its place. 


It's irrefutable that termites can never acquire by themselves or by 
chance much less by training, sciences that rely on intelligence, aware- 
ness and a broad education. But nevertheless, termites can apply very 
intelligent methods to find solutions—not only to ordinary problems 


but also to ones that arise unexpectedly. 
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Termites’ "Emergency Measures" 


In every termite colony, techniques are adapted to the area under 
construction. In extraordinary situations, the termites work in harmo- 
ny to develop new tactics. For example, when ventilation was serious- 
ly impeded, the termites managed within forty-eight hours to build 
new structures atop the mound that looked somewhat like small 
pointed hats and had exceptionally porous walls so that they func- 
tioned as a new ventilation system.” In this way, the system was re- 
paired without any adverse effects being experienced in the colony. 

To see how termites respond in emergency situations, take the ex- 
amples of the species Macrotermes and Odontotermes, which ventilate 
their nests with a series of chimneys. These chimneys are open at the 
top and are connected with ventilation shafts reaching through the 
nest into the ground below, where they are closed at the end. 
Normally, these cavities are completely separated from the nest prop- 
er by thin walls which, presumably, are permeable to air. No termites 
enter them except 
during periods of 
construction or 
repair. The chim- 
neys often col- 
lapse during 
heavy down- 
pours. At such 
times, many ter- 
mites quickly 
gather and start 


repairing.”! 


An underground nest is connected to the surface by means of high chimneys. 
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Another Problem, Another Solution: Natural 

Humidifying 

Apart from the ventilation, there is also the problem of water sup- 
ply. Much water is needed for the nest because termite bodies have 
membrane-thin skin that 
needs a constantly hu- 
mid atmosphere. The 
humidity level must be 
between 89 and 99%. 
Besides water for the 
consumption of the ter- 
mites, water is also 
needed for making mor- 
tar for the construction 
of the nest.” 

Some desert ter- 
mites dig 40 meters (131 
feet) under the earth to 
find water which they 
allow to evaporate up 
into the nest.** Some oth- 
er species solve the 
problem by bringing 
moist clay into the nest. 
Besides this, how the 
nest mound is construct- 
ed also helps provide 


humidity. The thick, 
Thick walls of a termite nest covered with layers moisture- impermeable 
of earth and clay prevent the moisture inside 
these magnificent nests from evaporating. 


walls, covered with a 
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layer of clay, prevent evaporation. 

Without exception, every aspect of termite behavior is intelligent, 
planned and calculated, requiring judgment and decision making. But 
it is not logical to think that these are qualities inherent in termites. 
They cannot display intelligence, think or make decisions. What, then, 
is the source of this awareness among them? 

It is God, the Creator of everything animate and inanimate in the 
universe, Who has inspired in termites how to plan intelligently and 
how to react in suddenly changing situations. 

Everyone in heaven and Earth prostrates to God willingly or 

unwillingly, as do their shadows in the morning and the even- 

ing. Say: "Who is the Lord of the heavens and the Earth?" Say: 

"God." Say: "So why have you taken protectors apart from Him 

who possess no power to help or harm themselves?" Say: "Are 

the blind and seeing equal? Or are darkness and light the same? 

Or have they assigned partners to God who create as He creates, 

so that all creating seems the same to them?" Say: "God is the 

Creator of everything. He is the One, the All-Conquering." 

(Surat ar-Ra'd:15-16) 


Different Nests for Different Species 

The outer appearance of termites’ nests varies according to the cli- 
mate where they are located. For example, some species in tropical 
rainforests put on roofs with overhanging eaves which make their tall 
mounds, look like pagodas and which serve to keep off the torrential 
rains. This shape of nest resembling mushrooms is peculiar to tropical 
termites, and termites living in arid zones do not use this technique to 
build their nests.“ 

No African termites build nests with such large roofed mounds. 
Some of them do build graceful nests in the trunks of trees and then 
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cover them with a dome to protect them in heavy rainfalls. 

Underground nests can be quite complicated in structure. For ex- 
ample the species Apicotermes gurgulifex that lives in the Congo builds 
a nest resembling a giant pinecone 50 cm (19.5 inches) under ground. 
In the interior of the nest are flat chambers joined by a central spiral 
path. The inside has a complicated structure made up of multistoried 
galleries separated by 1 mm thick walls. The nest is protected against 
intruders by infertile, adult soldiers with large heads and jaws. 

Many narrow channels enter the galleries from outside. These 
channels are too narrow for termites to pass through; like the chimney 


of the Macrotermes, these channels function as a gas-exchange system. 


They also form a thin roof to prevent rain from entering the nest. 


/ "Mushroom" nests built for 
protection from the rain. 
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Termites build nests exactly suited to the conditions of their environment. 
Above (right) can be seen a nest built by the Nasute species of termite. 


When entering or leaving their nest, the termites use a tunnel in the 
mound. 

The arid outback of northern Australia where the sun shines ev- 
ery day is home to the "compass termite" (Omitermes meridionalis). It 
builds its 5 meter (16,40-foot) high termitaria with one long axis al- 
ways running North/South and the one short axis East/West.* This 
architectural detail is extremely important. Looking at the general lay 
of the land, you can see more clearly why these termites would built 
such a nest. In the outback, trees are rare; this means there is no shade 
from the sun. If these termites’ nests were not built in this special way, 
they would be exposed to all the sun's rays, and it would be difficult 
for the termites to endure the light and heat. But the special orienta- 
tion of their nests solves this problem. 

The result is that the termitaria has a large surface area facing the 


sun in the morning and afternoon, but only a very small surface area 
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receiving sun in the middle of the day, thus helping produce a steady 
temperature for the longest possible time.” 


Anyone who has lost his way in the outback can easily find due 


north by looking at the orientation of these termite nests. Of course, 


The top edges of these termite mounds are little affected by the direct rays of 
the sun; the two broad sides catch the morning and the evening sun. As a re- 
sult, one side of the nest is hot, while the other remains cool. 
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Examples of termite nests constructed according to 
the local climactic conditions. 


this raises the question of how blind termites with no compass or oth- 
er direction- finding device can accomplish this. How can these tiny 
creatures with no capacity for thought or judgment make such calcu- 
lations? 

Blind termites have the ability to make architectural plans, calcu- 
late the movement of the sun in relation to their nest and construct it 
accordingly and make the desired use of the structure. All these activ- 
ities require awareness and point to the existence of a Being with intel- 
ligence and the power of judgment. Termites can do things that even 
human beings cannot: They can find their directions without any as- 
sistance. When we examine where this intelligence comes from, it be- 
comes clear that this intelligence does not belong to termites and that 
it did not come to be through blind chance. 


Like all creatures in the world, God created termites too. He pro- 
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vided such examples as lessons for human beings and to make us 
think. Every intelligent person must listen to the voice of his con- 


science and turn to God as the source of all beauty. God is forgiving, 


and His justice is infinite. 
Your Lord knows best what is in your selves. If you are right- 
eous, He is Ever-Forgiving to the remorseful. (Surat al-Isra': 25) 
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nsome areas where wooden houses predominate, termites have 

become a nightmare, but actually they are very useful creatures. 
They play an important role in maintaining the ecological balance. 
They carry dead plants, dead insects and animal waste into their un- 
derground nests. This is very important because otherwise there 
would be countless numbers of dead insects littering the ground. But 
as if with a silent hand, termites and other creatures quietly and quick- 
ly dispose of these dead insects. In this way, the ground is cleaned of 
excess material. 

If the ground were not cleaned by termites and other insects, it 
would become a continually growing waste dump, and every day it 
would be more difficult for the sun and minerals to reach the soil. 

Termites have another use apart from cleaning the ground. They 
are among the rare creatures that can digest plant material; and as they 
decompose the cellulose in plants, they help in the formation of meth- 
ane. As the protozoa in the termite's digestive system decompose the 
cellulose, they release methane gas. In 1932, a scientist by the name of 
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Cook first discovered that termites produce methane. Later in 1982, 
another scientist by the name of Zimmerman was able to calculate the 
amount of gas they produce.” 

Dr. Roger Gold, an entomologist, said that "Cellulose is a very in- 
ert ingredient in the environment that is hard to break down... . and if 
it were not for termite flatulence, then we could not be able, as human 
beings, to survive on this planet." 

Scientists who have studied this matter say that termites are a 


source of atmospheric methane. Methane (CH4) makes up a consider- 


able part of the atmosphere; it plays a role in the atmospheric absorp- 


By digesting cellulose, protozoa in termites’ digestive system play a great part in the 
transformation of the world's carbon. 


Termites play a major role in ensuring the 
amount of nitrogen in the world. The ter- 
mites you see below provide 4% of the 
methane and 2% of the carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere. 
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tion and chemical interactions occurring in both the stratosphere and 
the troposphere. All of these things exert an influence on the Earth's 
climate.” 

To summarize termites’ contribution to the production of meth- 
ane gas: First, a study of the geographical distribution of the total 
weight and population (biomass) of termites throughout the world 
was made; then the relation between the general distribution of the 
termites’ gas and their biomass was studied. The result showed that 
termites produce 4% of the methane and 2% of the carbon dioxide in 
the world's atmosphere.” 

Besides this, termites cause nitrogen, phosphorus, sulfur and oth- 
er minerals to be released into the soil from the plant material they 
take into their nests. These minerals mix with the soil and become 
available for other plants and animals in the area. 

And as termites enter and exit their nests, they turn the soil over 
and aerate it, allowing oxygen to enter. They also allow penetration by 
the suns' rays and by the moisture that's so important for the countless 
organisms that live under the ground. 

Do you not see that everyone in the heavens and Earth glorifies 

God, as do the birds with their outspread wings? Each one 

knows its prayer and glorification. God knows what they do. 

(Surat an-Nur: 41) 
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Conclusion 


rom the examples given so far, we can see that termites live 

in perfectly ordered colonies. Every termite knows its duty 
and carries it out without error; and they behave self-sacrificially to- 
wards one another. Scientists have done much research about termites 
and written books about their findings; and the lack of any confusion 
in the termite system leaves them amazed. 

Among these scientists, there are certainly evolutionists who have 
studied termites. All the proofs of faith they see in these creatures, they 
ascribe to chance; they ask "Who?" "Why?" and "How?" but they can- 
not find answers to their questions. You may read any chapter of an 
evolutionist book, but you will always find the same classic interpre- 
tations. These books propose various theories and make various 
claims, but their evidence is lacking. For example, Professor Ali 
Demirsoy, an evolutionist, explains why social insects live in colonies: 

Social insects have organized among themselves to produce a 
unit of life... An ant nest resembles a multi-celled colony consisting 


of more than one individual. As with multi-celled organisms, no indi- 


vidual in the nest has the ability to survive on its own. That is because 
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specific classes in the nest have specialized to perform specific jobs (re- 
call honeybees and termites). Reproduction, fertilization, feeding, and 
defense in certain circumstances are all carried out by particular class- 
es. In other words, the various functions of an organism capable of liv- 
ing on its own are divided among the various classes in the nest. Here, 
in order to succeed in the evolutionary stage already referred to, there 
has been an attempt to develop a brain and consciousness. Thus there 
has been an experiment with individuals whose progress has been 
prevented being able to make evolutionary progress in a different way. 
Progress at a specific level has thus been established. For example, care 
of the young, awareness of time, understanding in various forms, and 
temperature adjustment have all developed in an amazing way. In 
summary, when progress is prevented or blocked, there have been at- 
tempts for the society to develop consciousness. . . .">! 

In this paragraph, Dr. Demirsoy claims that, in order for social in- 
sects to live together, duties must be allotted to various classes. The 
brains and the awareness of the insects must be developed, and indi- 
vidual termites must make experiments. But as we can see, he offers 
no explanation for things like how termites care for their young, their 
sense of time, how they understand one another and how they regu- 
late temperature. These abilities have simply developed in an "amaz- 
ing way." 

At this point, we must ask some questions of evolutionist scien- 
tists: 

First of all, who develops these insects' awareness? 

Who made them perform these supposed experiments? 

Did the first termite sit down one day and start to think? Did it 
decide that a community was needed, and plan the social organization 
of a termite colony? Did other termites somehow appear to move into 
the colony and decide to go along with the first termite's plans? 

Let's suppose that the first termite was a worker—infertile, so that 
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it could not found a colony. No matter what qualities it was endowed 
with, none of them would remain after it died. The situation would 
not change if we supposed that the first termite was a soldier; it too 
would have certain problems to overcome. It would not be able to eat, 
because of the size of its jaw that was designed for battle. This would 
make it very difficult, if not impossible, for it to survive. If we suppose 
that the original termite was a queen, again, she would need workers 
to feed her, and a king to fertilize the eggs to propagate the species. 
How is it, then, that social insects were so eminently successful in 
founding a colony? 

Termites have lived in colonies for millions of years without 
changing; 250 year-old termite fossils prove this. All the termites that 
have lived throughout this period have the same characteristics as ter- 
mites living today: 150 million years ago, worker termites were self- 
sacrificial; fed the larvae, the soldiers and the queen; and, although 
blind, they built nests many meters high. Without exception, the char- 
acteristics of termites today are largely the same as those of every oth- 
er termite. 

All this points to an obvious fact: termites appeared all at once. 
That is, they were created by God. 

The common characteristics of termites are all exhortations to 
faith. They deepen a believer's faith, draw him closer to the Lord and 
increase his fear and love for Him. Telling others about these truths is 
an important act of worship. These facts increase a believer's closeness 
to God; they also may soften the heart of a non-believer and cause him 
to think and take heed. Every individual has the responsibility to bring 
others to faith and assist them to lead morally good lives. A good way 
to carry out this responsibility is to share truth and wisdom by point- 
ing out to others the excellence of God's creation. The purpose of this 
book has been to stir up reader's awareness of the existence and great- 
ness of God through the example of a tiny species that He has created. 
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Every person of faith must now heed this reminder and turn to the 
Lord: 


That is God, your Lord. There is no god but Him, the Creator of 


everything. So worship Him. He is responsible for everything. 


Eyesight cannot perceive Him, but He perceives eyesight. He is 
the All-Penetrating, the All-Aware. Clear insights have come to 
you from your Lord. Whoever sees clearly, does so to his own 
benefit. Whoever is blind, it is to his own detriment. I am not 
here as your keeper. (Surat al-An'am:102-104) 


THE MIRACLE OF TERMITES 


The Deception of 
Evolution 


arwinism, in other words the theory of evolution, was put 

forward with the aim of denying the fact of creation, but 
is in truth nothing but failed, unscientific nonsense. This theory, which 
claims that life emerged by chance from inanimate matter, was invali- 
dated by the scientific evidence of miraculous order in the universe 
and in living things. In this way, science confirmed the fact that God 
created the universe and the living things in it. The propaganda car- 
ried out today in order to keep the theory of evolution alive is based 
solely on the distortion of the scientific facts, biased interpretation, and 
lies and falsehoods disguised as science. 

Yet this propaganda cannot conceal the truth. The fact that the the- 
ory of evolution is the greatest deception in the history of science has 
been expressed more and more in the scientific world over the last 20- 
30 years. Research carried out after the 1980s in particular has revealed 
that the claims of Darwinism are totally unfounded, something that has 
been stated by a large number of scientists. In the United States in par- 
ticular, many scientists from such different fields as biology, biochem- 


istry and paleontology recognize the invalidity of Darwinism and em- 
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ploy the fact of creation to account for the origin of life. 

We have examined the collapse of the theory of evolution and the 
proofs of creation in great scientific detail in many of our works, and 
are still continuing to do so. Given the enormous importance of this 


subject, it will be of great benefit to summarize it here. 


The Scientific Collapse of Darwinism 


Although this doctrine goes back as far as ancient Greece, the the- 
ory of evolution was advanced extensively in the nineteenth century. 
The most important development that made it the top topic of the 
world of science was Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species, published 
in 1859. In this book, he denied that God created different living spe- 
cies on Earth separately, for he claimed that all living beings had a 
common ancestor and had diversified over time through small chan- 
ges. Darwin's theory was not based on any concrete scientific finding; 
as he also accepted, it was just an "assumption." Moreover, as Darwin 
confessed in the long chapter of his book titled "Difficulties on 
Theory," the theory failed in the face of many critical questions. 

Darwin invested all of his hopes in new scientific discoveries, 
which he expected to solve these difficul- 
ties. However, contrary to his expecta- 
tions, scientific findings expanded the di- 
mensions of these difficulties. The defeat 
of Darwinism in the face of science can be 
reviewed under three basic topics: 

1) The theory cannot explain how life 
originated on Earth. 

2) No scientific finding shows that 


the "evolutionary mechanisms" proposed 


by the theory have any evolutionary 
power at all. Charles Darwin 
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3) The fossil record proves the exact opposite of what the theory 
suggests. 
In this section, we will examine these three basic points in gener- 


al outlines: 


The First nsurmountable Step: 
The Origin of Life 


The theory of evolution posits that all living species evolved from 
a single living cell that emerged on the primitive Earth 3.8 billion years 
ago. How a single cell could generate millions of complex living spe- 
cies and, if such an evolution really occurred, why traces of it cannot 
be observed in the fossil record are some of the questions that the the- 
ory cannot answer. However, first and foremost, we need to ask: How 
did this "first cell" originate? 

Since the theory of evolution denies creation and any kind of su- 
pernatural intervention, it maintains that the "first cell" originated co- 
incidentally within the laws of nature, without any design, plan or ar- 
rangement. According to the theory, inanimate matter must have pro- 
duced a living cell as a result of coincidences. Such a claim, however, 


is inconsistent with the most unassailable rules of biology. 


"Life Comes From Life" 

In his book, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The prim- 
itive understanding of science in his time rested on the assumption 
that living beings had a very simple structure. Since medieval times, 
spontaneous generation, which asserts that non-living materials came 
together to form living organisms, had been widely accepted. It was 
commonly believed that insects came into being from food leftovers, 
and mice from wheat. Interesting experiments were conducted to 


prove this theory. Some wheat was placed on a dirty piece of cloth, and 
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it was believed that mice would originate from it after a while. 

Similarly, maggots developing in rotting meat was assumed to be 
evidence of spontaneous generation. However, it was later understood 
that worms did not appear on meat spontaneously, but were carried 
there by flies in the form of larvae, invisible to the naked eye. 

Even when Darwin wrote The Origin of Species, the belief that bac- 
teria could come into existence from non-living matter was widely ac- 
cepted in the world of science. 

However, five years after the publication of Darwin's book, Louis 
Pasteur announced his results after long studies and experiments, that 
disproved spontaneous generation, a cornerstone of Darwin's theory. 
In his triumphal lecture at the Sorbonne in 1864, Pasteur said: "Never 
will the doctrine of spontaneous generation recover from the mortal 


blow struck by this simple experiment." 


Louis Pasteur 
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For a long time, advocates of the theory of evolution resisted 
these findings. However, as the development of science unraveled the 
complex structure of the cell of a living being, the idea that life could 
come into being coincidentally faced an even greater impasse. 


Inconclusive Efforts of the Twentieth Century 

The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the origin of life 
in the twentieth century was the renowned Russian biologist 
Alexander Oparin. With various theses he advanced in the 1930s, he 
tried to prove that a living cell could originate by coincidence. These 
studies, however, were doomed to failure, and Oparin had to make the 
following confession: 

Unfortunately, however, the problem of the origin of the cell is perhaps 

the most obscure point in the whole study of the evolution of organ- 

isms.* 

Evolutionist followers of Oparin tried to carry out experiments to 
solve this problem. The best known experiment was carried out by the 
American chemist Stanley Miller in 1953. Combining the gases he al- 
leged to have existed in the primordial Earth's atmosphere in an exper- 
iment set-up, and adding energy to the mixture, Miller synthesized 
several organic molecules (amino acids) 
present in the structure of proteins. 

Barely a few years had passed be- 
fore it was revealed that this experiment, 
which was then presented as an impor- 
tant step in the name of evolution, was 
invalid, for the atmosphere used in the 


experiment was very different from the 


real Earth conditions. 


Russian biologist 
Alexander Oparin 


The Deception of Evolution 111 


Harun Yahya 


One of the evolutionists’ 
gravest deceptions is the 
way they imagine that life 
could have emerged sponta- 
neously on what they refer 
to as the primitive earth. 
They tried to prove these 
claims with such studies as 
the Miller experiment. Yet 
they again suffered defeat in 
the face of the scientific 
facts. 


After a long silence, Miller confessed that the atmosphere medi- 
um he used was unrealistic.® 

All the evolutionists’ efforts throughout the twentieth century to 
explain the origin of life ended in failure. The geochemist Jeffrey Bada, 
from the San Diego Scripps Institute accepts this fact in an article pub- 
lished in Earth magazine in 1998: 

Today as we leave the twentieth century, we still face the biggest un- 

solved problem that we had when we entered the twentieth century: How 

did life originate on Earth?° 


The Complex Structure of Life 

The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up in such 
a great impasse regarding the origin of life is that even those living or- 
ganisms deemed to be the simplest have incredibly complex struc- 
tures. The cell of a living thing is more complex than all of our man- 
made technological products. Today, even in the most developed lab- 
oratories of the world, a living cell cannot be produced by bringing or- 
ganic chemicals together. 
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The conditions required for the formation 
of a cell are too great in quantity to be explained 
away by coincidences. The probability of pro- 
teins, the building blocks of a cell, being synthe- 
sized coincidentally, is 1 in 10° for an average 
protein made up of 500 amino acids. In mathe- 
matics, a probability smaller than 1 over 10°? is 
considered to be impossible in practical terms. 

The DNA molecule, which is located in the 
nucleus of a cell and which stores genetic infor- 
mation, is an incredible databank. If the infor- 
mation coded in DNA were written down, it 
would make a giant library consisting of an es- 


As accepted also by 
the latest evolutionist 
theorists, the origin of 
life is still a great stum- 
bling block for the the- 
ory of evolution. 


timated 900 volumes of encyclopedias consisting of 500 pages each. 


A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: DNA can repli- 


cate itself only with the help of some specialized proteins (enzymes). 


However, the synthesis of these enzymes can be realized only by the 


information coded in DNA. As they both depend on each other, they 


have to exist at the same time for replication. This brings the scenario 


that life originated by itself to a deadlock. Prof. Leslie Orgel, an evolu- 


tionist of repute from the University of San Diego, California, confess- 


es this fact in the September 1994 issue of the Scientific American mag- 


azine: 


It is extremely improbable that proteins and nucleic acids, both of which 


are structurally complex, arose spontaneously in the same place at the 


same time. Yet it also seems impossible to have one without the other. 


And so, at first glance, one might have to conclude that life could never, 


in fact, have originated by chemical means.*” 


No doubt, if it is impossible for life to have originated from natu- 


ral causes, then it has to be accepted that life was "created" in a super- 
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One of the facts nullifying the 
-° theory of evolution is the incredi- 
: bly complex structure of life. The 
AK ayy DNA molecule, located in the nucleus 
wry ee of cells of living beings, is a sort of da- 
“~ tabank formed of the arrangement of four differ- 
ent molecules in different sequences. lt contains the codes 
of all the physical traits of that organism. When 
AT b> the human DNA is put into writing, it is calculat- 
*= ed that this would result in an encyclopedia 
made up of 900 volumes. Unquestionably, 


ne , such extraordinary information definitively 
¥ £ refutes the concept of coincidence. 


natural way. This fact explicitly invali- 


<P dates the theory of evolution, whose main 
purpose is to deny creation. 


Imaginary Mechanism of Evolution 

The second important point that negates Darwin's theory is that 
both concepts put forward by the theory as "evolutionary mecha- 
nisms" were understood to have, in reality, no evolutionary power. 
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Darwin based his evolution allegation entirely on the mechanism 
of "natural selection." The importance he placed on this mechanism 
was evident in the name of his book: The Origin of Species, By Means of 
Natural Selection... 

Natural selection holds that those living things that are stronger 
and more suited to the natural conditions of their habitats will survive 
in the struggle for life. For example, in a deer herd under the threat of 
attack by wild animals, those that can run faster will survive. 
Therefore, the deer herd will be comprised of faster and stronger indi- 
viduals. However, unquestionably, 
this mechanism will not cause deer to 
evolve and transform themselves into 
another living species, for instance, 
horses. 

Therefore, the mechanism of natu- 
ral selection has no evolutionary pow- 
er. Darwin was also aware of this fact 
and had to state this in his book The 
Origin of Species: 


Natural selection can do nothing un- 


til favourable individual differences 


or variations occur.>8 


Lamarck's Impact 


So, how could these "favorable variations" occur? Darwin tried to 
answer this question from the standpoint of the primitive understand- 
ing of science at that time. According to the French biologist Chevalier 
de Lamarck (1744-1829), who lived before Darwin, living creatures 
passed on the traits they acquired during their lifetime to the next gen- 
eration. He asserted that these traits, which accumulated from one 
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Lamarck believed that giraffes evolved from 
such animals as antelopes. In his view, the 
necks of these grass-eating animals gradu- 
ally grew longer, and they eventually turned 
into giraffes. The laws of inheritance discov- 
ered by Mendel in 1865 proved that it was 
impossible for properties acquired during 
life to be handed on to subsequent genera- 
tions. Lamarck's giraffe fairy tale was thus 
consigned to the wastebin of history. 


generation to another, caused new spe- 
cies to be formed. For instance, he 
claimed that giraffes evolved from ante- 
lopes; as they struggled to eat the leaves 
of high trees, their necks were extended 
from generation to generation. 

Darwin also gave similar exam- 


ples. In his book The Origin of Species, for 


instance, he said that some bears go- 
ing into water to find food trans- 
formed themselves into whales over 
time.” 

However, the laws of inheritance 
discovered by Gregor Mendel (1822- 
84) and verified by the science of ge- 
netics, which flourished in the twenti- 
eth century, utterly demolished the 
legend that acquired traits were 
passed on to subsequent generations. 
Thus, natural selection fell out of fa- 


vor as an evolutionary mechanism. 
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Neo-Darwinism and Mutations 

In order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the "Modern 
Synthetic Theory," or as it is more commonly known, Neo-Darwinism, 
at the end of the 1930s. Neo-Darwinism added mutations, which are 
distortions formed in the genes of living beings due to such external 
factors as radiation or replication errors, as the "cause of favorable var- 
iations" in addition to natural mutation. 

Today, the model that stands for evolution in the world is Neo- 
Darwinism. The theory maintains that millions of living beings 
formed as a result of a process whereby numerous complex organs of 
these organisms (e.g., ears, eyes, lungs, and wings) underwent "muta- 
tions," that is, genetic disorders. Yet, there is an outright scientific fact 
that totally undermines this theory: Mutations do not cause living be- 
ings to develop; on the contrary, they are always harmful. 

The reason for this is very simple: DNA has a very complex struc- 
ture, and random effects can only harm it. The American geneticist B. 
G. Ranganathan explains this as follows: 


antennae 


Since the beginning of the twentieth century, evolutionary biologists have sought 
examples of beneficial mutations by producing mutant flies. But these efforts have 
always resulted in sick and deformed creatures. The top left picture shows the 
head of a normal fruit fly, and the picture on the right shows the head of a fruit fly 
with legs coming out of it, the result of mutation. 
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First, genuine mutations are very rare in nature. Secondly, most muta- 
tions are harmful since they are random, rather than orderly changes in 
the structure of genes; any random change in a highly ordered system 
will be for the worse, not for the better. For example, if an earthquake 
were to shake a highly ordered structure such as a building, there would 
be a random change in the framework of the building which, in all prob- 
ability, would not be an improvement.® 
Not surprisingly, no mutation example, which is useful, that is, 
which is observed to develop the genetic code, has been observed so 
far. All mutations have proved to be harmful. It was understood that 
mutation, which is presented as an "evolutionary mechanism," is actu- 
ally a genetic occurrence that harms living things, and leaves them dis- 
abled. (The most common effect of mutation on human beings is can- 
cer.) Of course, a destructive mechanism cannot be an "evolutionary 
mechanism." Natural selection, on the other hand, "can do nothing by 
itself," as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows us that there is no "ev- 
olutionary mechanism" in nature. Since no evolutionary mechanism 
exists, no such any imaginary process called "evolution" could have 


taken place. 


The Fossil Kecord: 

No Sign of Intermediate Forms 

The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the theory of 
evolution did not take place is the fossil record. 

According to this theory, every living species has sprung from a 
predecessor. A previously existing species turned into something else 
over time and all species have come into being in this way. In other 
words, this transformation proceeds gradually over millions of years. 

Had this been the case, numerous intermediary species should 
have existed and lived within this long transformation period. 
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LIVING FOSSILS REFUTE EVOLUTION 


150- to 100-million- 
year-old fossil starfish 
(L. Cretaceous) 


450-million-year-old 
horseshoe crab from 
the Ordovician period 


200- to 150-million-year-old 
fossil dragonfly from the re- 
cent Jurassic period 


150- to 100-million- 
year-old fossil shrimp 
from the L. Cretace- 
ous period 


Different groups of living things suddenly emerged with no similar 
ancestors behind them, and remained static for millions of years, 
undergoing no changes at all. 
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For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived in the 
past which had acquired some reptilian traits in addition to the fish 
traits they already had. Or there should have existed some reptile- 
birds, which acquired some bird traits in addition to the reptilian traits 
they already had. Since these would be in a transitional phase, they 
should be disabled, defective, crippled living beings. Evolutionists re- 
fer to these imaginary creatures, which they believe to have lived in 
the past, as "transitional forms." 

If such animals ever really existed, there should be millions and 
even billions of them in number and variety. More importantly, the re- 
mains of these strange creatures should be present in the fossil record. 
In The Origin of Species, Darwin explained: 

If my theory be true, numberless intermediate varieties, linking most 

closely all of the species of the same group together must assuredly have 

existed... Consequently, evidence of their former existence could be found 


only amongst fossil remains." 


Darwin's Hopes Shattered 


However, although evolutionists have been making strenuous ef- 
forts to find fossils since the middle of the nineteenth century all over 
the world, no transitional forms have yet been uncovered. All of the 
fossils, contrary to the evolutionists’ expectations, show that life ap- 
peared on Earth all of a sudden and fully-formed. 

One famous British paleontologist, Derek V. Ager, admits this 
fact, even though he is an evolutionist: 

The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail, whether 

at the level of orders or of species, we find — over and over again — not 

gradual evolution, but the sudden explosion of one group at the expense 


of another. 


This means that in the fossil record, all living species suddenly 
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25-million-year-old fossil ter- 
mites preserved in amber are 
completely identical to termites 
living today. 


emerge as fully formed, 
without any intermediate 


forms in between. This is 


just the opposite of 
Darwin's assumptions. 
Also, this is very strong evidence that all living things are created. The 
only explanation of a living species emerging suddenly and complete 
in every detail without any evolutionary ancestor is that it was creat- 
ed. This fact is admitted also by the widely known evolutionist biolo- 
gist Douglas Futuyma: 
Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible explanations 
for the origin of living things. Organisms either appeared on the earth 
fully developed or they did not. If they did not, they must have developed 
from pre-existing species by some process of modification. If they did ap- 
pear in a fully developed state, they must indeed have been created by 
some omnipotent intelligence. 
Fossils show that living beings emerged fully developed and ina 
perfect state on the Earth. That means that "the origin of species," con- 


trary to Darwin's supposition, is not evolution, but creation. 


The Tale of Human Evolution 

The subject most often brought up by advocates of the theory of 
evolution is the subject of the origin of man. The Darwinist claim holds 
that modern man evolved from ape-like creatures. During this alleged 
evolutionary process, which is supposed to have started 4-5 million 


years ago, some "transitional forms" between modern man and his an- 
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cestors are supposed to have existed. According to this completely im- 
aginary scenario, four basic "categories" are listed: 

1. Australopithecus 

2. Homo habilis 

3. Homo erectus 

4. Homo sapiens 

Evolutionists call man's so-called first ape-like ancestors 
Australopithecus, which means "South African ape." These living be- 
ings are actually nothing but an old ape species that has become ex- 
tinct. Extensive research done on various Australopithecus specimens 
by two world famous anatomists from England and the USA, namely, 
Lord Solly Zuckerman and Prof. Charles Oxnard, shows that these 
apes belonged to an ordinary ape species that became extinct and bore 
no resemblance to humans. 

Evolutionists classify the next stage of human evolution as "ho- 
mo," that is "man." According to their claim, the living beings in the 
Homo series are more developed than Australopithecus. Evolutionists 
devise a fanciful evolution scheme by arranging different fossils of 
these creatures in a particular order. This scheme is imaginary because 
it has never been proved that there is an evolutionary relation between 
these different classes. Ernst Mayr, one of the twentieth century's most 
important evolutionists, contends in his book One Long Argument that 
"particularly historical [puzzles] such as the origin of life or of Homo 
sapiens, are extremely difficult and may even resist a final, satisfying 
explanation."® 

By outlining the link chain as Australopithecus > Homo habilis > 
Homo erectus > Homo sapiens, evolutionists imply that each of these spe- 
cies is one another's ancestor. However, recent findings of paleoan- 
thropologists have revealed that Australopithecus, Homo habilis, and 
Homo erectus lived at different parts of the world at the same time. 


Moreover, a certain segment of humans classified as Homo erectus 
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have lived up until very modern times. Homo sapiens neandarthalensis 
and Homo sapiens sapiens (modern man) co-existed in the same region.” 
This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the claim that they 
are ancestors of one another. Stephen Jay Gould explained this dead- 
lock of the theory of evolution, although he was himself one of the 
leading advocates of evolution in the twentieth century: 

What has become of our ladder if there are three coexisting lineages of 

hominids (A. africanus, the robust australopithecines, and H. habilis), 

none clearly derived from another? Moreover, none of the three display 


any evolutionary trends during their tenure on earth.® 


The theory of evolution claims that living species gradually evolved from one an- 
other. The fossil record, however, explicitly falsifies this claim. For example, in 
the Cambrian period, some 550 million years ago, tens of totally distinct living 
species emerged suddenly. These living beings depicted in the above picture 
have very complex structures. This fact, referred to as the "Cambrian Explosion" 
in scientific literature is plain evidence of creation. 
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Evolutionist newspapers and maga- 
zines often print pictures of primitive 
man. The only available source for 
these pictures is the imagination of 
the artist. Evolutionary theory has 
been so dented by scientific data 
that today we see less and less of it 
in the serious press. 


Put briefly, the scenario of 
human evolution, which is "up- 
held" with the help of various 
drawings of some "half ape, half 


human" creatures appearing in 

the media and course books, that 

is, frankly, by means of propa- 
ganda, is nothing but a tale with no scientific foundation. 

Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and respected sci- 
entists in the U.K., who carried out research on this subject for years 
and studied Australopithecus fossils for 15 years, finally concluded, de- 
spite being an evolutionist himself, that there is, in fact, no such fami- 
ly tree branching out from ape-like creatures to man. 

Zuckerman also made an interesting "spectrum of science" ran- 
ging from those he considered scientific to those he considered unsci- 
entific. According to Zuckerman's spectrum, the most "scientific" — 
that is, depending on concrete data — fields of science are chemistry 
and physics. After them come the biological sciences and then the so- 
cial sciences. At the far end of the spectrum, which is the part consid- 
ered to be most "unscientific," are "extra-sensory perception" — con- 


cepts such as telepathy and sixth sense — and finally "human evolu- 
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tion." Zuckerman explains his reasoning: 
We then move right off the register of objective truth into those fields of 
presumed biological science, like extrasensory perception or the interpre- 
tation of man's fossil history, where to the faithful [evolutionist] any- 
thing is possible — and where the ardent believer [in evolution] is some- 


times able to believe several contradictory things at the same time. 


The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but the preju- 
diced interpretations of some fossils unearthed by certain people, who 
blindly adhere to their theory. 


Darwinian Formula! 


Besides all the technical evidence we have dealt with so far, let us 
now for once, examine what kind of a superstition the evolutionists 
have with an example so simple as to be understood even by children: 

The theory of evolution asserts that life is formed by chance. 
According to this claim, lifeless and unconscious atoms came together 
to form the cell and then they somehow formed other living things, in- 
cluding man. Let us think about that. When we bring together the el- 
ements that are the building-blocks of life such as carbon, phosphorus, 
nitrogen and potassium, only a heap is formed. No matter what treat- 
ments it undergoes, this atomic heap cannot form even a single living 
being. If you like, let us formulate an "experiment" on this subject and 
let us examine on the behalf of evolutionists what they really claim 
without pronouncing loudly under the name "Darwinian formula": 

Let evolutionists put plenty of materials present in the composi- 
tion of living things such as phosphorus, nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, 
iron, and magnesium into big barrels. Moreover, let them add in these 
barrels any material that does not exist under normal conditions, but 
they think as necessary. Let them add in this mixture as many amino 


acids and as many proteins — a single one of which has a formation 
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probability of 10° — as they like. Let them expose these mixtures to as 
much heat and moisture as they like. Let them stir these with whatev- 
er technologically developed device they like. Let them put the fore- 
most scientists beside these barrels. Let these experts wait in turn be- 
side these barrels for billions, and even trillions of years. Let them be 
free to use all kinds of conditions they believe to be necessary for a hu- 
man's formation. No matter what they do, they cannot produce from 
these barrels a human, say a professor that examines his cell structure 
under the electron microscope. They cannot produce giraffes, lions, 
bees, canaries, horses, dolphins, roses, orchids, lilies, carnations, ba- 
nanas, oranges, apples, dates, tomatoes, melons, watermelons, figs, ol- 
ives, grapes, peaches, peafowls, pheasants, multicoloured butterflies, 
or millions of other living beings such as these. Indeed, they could not 
obtain even a single cell of any one of them. 

Briefly, unconscious atoms cannot form the cell by coming togeth- 
er. They cannot take a new decision and divide this cell into two, then 
take other decisions and create the professors who first invent the elec- 
tron microscope and then examine their own cell structure under that 
microscope. Matter is an unconscious, lifeless heap, and it comes to life 
with God's superior creation. 

The theory of evolution, which claims the opposite, is a total falla- 
cy completely contrary to reason. Thinking even a little bit on the claims 
of evolutionists discloses this reality, just as in the above example. 


Technology in the Eye and the Ear 

Another subject that remains unanswered by evolutionary theory 
is the excellent quality of perception in the eye and the ear. 

Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly answer 
the question of how we see. Light rays coming from an object fall op- 
positely on the eye's retina. Here, these light rays are transmitted into 
electric signals by cells and reach a tiny spot at the back of the brain, 
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the "center of vision." These electric signals are perceived in this center 
as an image after a series of processes. With this technical background, 
let us do some thinking. 

The brain is insulated from light. That means that its inside is 
completely dark, and that no light reaches the place where it is locat- 
ed. Thus, the "center of vision" is never touched by light and may even 
be the darkest place you have ever known. However, you observe a lu- 
minous, bright world in this pitch darkness. 

The image formed in the eye is so sharp and distinct that even the 
technology of the twentieth century has not been able to attain it. For 
instance, look at the book you are reading, your hands with which you 
are holding it, and then lift your head and look around you. Have you 
ever seen such a sharp and distinct image as this one at any other 
place? Even the most developed television screen produced by the 
greatest television producer in the world cannot provide such a sharp 
image for you. This is a three-dimensional, colored, and extremely 
sharp image. For more than 100 years, thousands of engineers have 
been trying to achieve this sharpness. Factories, huge premises were 
established, much research has been done, plans and designs have 
been made for this purpose. Again, look at a TV screen and the book 
you hold in your hands. You will see that there is a big difference in 
sharpness and distinction. Moreover, the TV screen shows you a two- 
dimensional image, whereas with your eyes, you watch a three-di- 
mensional perspective with depth. 

For many years, tens of thousands of engineers have tried to 
make a three-dimensional TV and achieve the vision quality of the eye. 
Yes, they have made a three-dimensional television system, but it is 
not possible to watch it without putting on special 3-D glasses; more- 
over, it is only an artificial three-dimension. The background is more 
blurred, the foreground appears like a paper setting. Never has it been 
possible to produce a sharp and distinct vision like that of the eye. In 
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both the camera and the television, there is a loss of image quality. 

Evolutionists claim that the mechanism producing this sharp and 
distinct image has been formed by chance. Now, if somebody told you 
that the television in your room was formed as a result of chance, that 
all of its atoms just happened to come together and make up this de- 
vice that produces an image, what would you think? How can atoms 
do what thousands of people cannot? 

If a device producing a more primitive image than the eye could 
not have been formed by chance, then it is very evident that the eye 
and the image seen by the eye could not have been formed by chance. 
The same situation applies to the ear. The outer ear picks up the avail- 
able sounds by the auricle and directs them to the middle ear, the mid- 
dle ear transmits the sound vibrations by intensifying them, and the 
inner ear sends these vibrations to the brain by translating them into 
electric signals. Just as with the eye, the act of hearing finalizes in the 
center of hearing in the brain. 


The situation in the eye is also true for the ear. That is, the brain is 


In order for the eye to function all these components have 
to be present together and fully functioning. 
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Compared to camer- 
as and sound record- 
ing devices, the eye 
and ear are much 
more complex, much 
more successful and 
possess far superior 
features to these pro- 
ducts of high tech- 
nology. 


insulated from sound just as it is from light. It does not let any sound 
in. Therefore, no matter how noisy is the outside, the inside of the 
brain is completely silent. Nevertheless, the sharpest sounds are per- 
ceived in the brain. In your completely silent brain, you listen to sym- 
phonies, and hear all of the noises in a crowded place. However, were 
the sound level in your brain measured by a precise device at that mo- 
ment, complete silence would be found to be prevailing there. 

As is the case with imagery, decades of effort have been spent in 
trying to generate and reproduce sound that is faithful to the original. 
The results of these efforts are sound recorders, high-fidelity systems, 
and systems for sensing sound. Despite all of this technology and the 
thousands of engineers and experts who have been working on this 
endeavor, no sound has yet been obtained that has the same sharpness 
and clarity as the sound perceived by the ear. Think of the highest- 
quality hi-fi systems produced by the largest company in the music in- 
dustry. Even in these devices, when sound is recorded some of it is 
lost; or when you turn on a hi-fi you always hear a hissing sound be- 
fore the music starts. However, the sounds that are the products of the 
human body's technology are extremely sharp and clear. A human ear 
never perceives a sound accompanied by a hissing sound or with at- 
mospherics as does a hi-fi; rather, it perceives sound exactly as it is, 
sharp and clear. This is the way it has been since the creation of man. 

So far, no man-made visual or recording apparatus has been as 
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sensitive and successful in perceiving sensory data as are the eye and 
the ear. However, as far as seeing and hearing are concerned, a far 
greater truth lies beyond all this. 


To Whom Does the Consciousness that Sees 

and Hears within the Brain Belong? 

Who watches an alluring world in the brain, listens to sympho- 
nies and the twittering of birds, and smells the rose? 

The stimulations coming from a person's eyes, ears, and nose 
travel to the brain as electro-chemical nerve impulses. In biology, 
physiology, and biochemistry books, you can find many details about 
how this image forms in the brain. However, you will never come 
across the most important fact: Who perceives these electro-chemical 
nerve impulses as images, sounds, odors, and sensory events in the 
brain? There is a consciousness in the brain that perceives all this with- 
out feeling any need for an eye, an ear, and a nose. To whom does this 

consciousness belong? Of course it does not belong to 


the nerves, the fat layer, and neurons com- 


prising the brain. This is why Darwinist- 
materialists, who believe that every- 
thing is comprised of matter, cannot 
answer these questions. 

For this consciousness is the 
spirit created by God, which needs 
neither the eye to watch the images 

nor the ear to hear the sounds. 
Furthermore, it does not need the 
brain to think. 

Everyone who reads this explicit 
and scientific fact should ponder on 
Almighty God, and fear and seek refuge in 
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Him, for He squeezes the entire universe in a pitch-dark place of a few 
cubic centimeters in a three-dimensional, colored, shadowy, and lumi- 


nous form. 


A Materialist Faith 


The information we have presented so far shows us that the the- 
ory of evolution is incompatible with scientific findings. The theory's 
claim regarding the origin of life is inconsistent with science, the evo- 
lutionary mechanisms it proposes have no evolutionary power, and 
fossils demonstrate that the required intermediate forms have never 
existed. So, it certainly follows that the theory of evolution should be 
pushed aside as an unscientific idea. This is how many ideas, such as 
the Earth-centered universe model, have been taken out of the agenda 
of science throughout history. 

However, the theory of evolution is kept on the agenda of science. 
Some people even try to represent criticisms directed against it as an 
"attack on science." Why? 

The reason is that this theory is an indispensable dogmatic belief 
for some circles. These circles are blindly devoted to materialist philos- 
ophy and adopt Darwinism because it is the only materialist explana- 
tion that can be put forward to explain the workings of nature. 

Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from time to time. 
A well-known geneticist and an outspoken evolutionist, Richard C. 
Lewontin from Harvard University, confesses that he is "first and fore- 
most a materialist and then a scientist”: 

It is not that the methods and institutions of science somehow compel us 

accept a material explanation of the phenomenal world, but, on the con- 

trary, that we are forced by our a priori adherence to material causes to 
create an apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts that produce 


material explanations, no matter how counter-intuitive, no matter how 
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Movement 


Thought 


Hearing 


Smell 


We live our whole life in our brains. People we see, flowers we smell, music we hear, 

fruit we taste, the moisture we feel with our hands—all these are impressions that be- 
come "reality" in the brain. But no colors, voices or pictures exist there. We live in an 
environment of electrical impulses. This is no theory, but the scientific explanation of 
how we perceive the outside world. 
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mystifying to the uninitiated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute, so 

we cannot allow a Divine [intervention]... 

These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma kept 
alive just for the sake of adherence to materialism. This dogma main- 
tains that there is no being save matter. Therefore, it argues that inan- 
imate, unconscious matter created life. It insists that millions of differ- 
ent living species (e.g., birds, fish, giraffes, tigers, insects, trees, flow- 
ers, whales, and human beings) originated as a result of the interac- 
tions between matter such as pouring rain, lightning flashes, and so 
on, out of inanimate matter. This is a precept contrary both to reason 
and science. Yet Darwinists continue to defend it just so as "not to al- 
low a Divine intervention." 

Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings with a 
materialist prejudice will see this evident truth: All living beings are 
works of a Creator, Who is All-Powerful, All-Wise, and All-Knowing. 
This Creator is God, Who created the whole universe from non-exis- 
tence, designed it in the most perfect form, and fashioned all living be- 


ings. 


The Theory of Evolution: 
The Most Potent Spell in the World 


Anyone free of prejudice and the influence of any particular ide- 
ology, who uses only his or her reason and logic, will clearly under- 
stand that belief in the theory of evolution, which brings to mind the 
superstitions of societies with no knowledge of science or civilization, 
is quite impossible. 

As explained above, those who believe in the theory of evolution 
think that a few atoms and molecules thrown into a huge vat could 
produce thinking, reasoning professors and university students; such 
scientists as Einstein and Galileo; such artists as Humphrey Bogart, 
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Frank Sinatra and Luciano Pavarotti; as well as antelopes, lemon trees, 
and carnations. Moreover, as the scientists and professors who believe 
in this nonsense are educated people, it is quite justifiable to speak of 
this theory as "the most potent spell in history." Never before has any 
other belief or idea so taken away peoples' powers of reason, refused 
to allow them to think intelligently and logically, and hidden the truth 
from them as if they had been blindfolded. This is an even worse and 
unbelievable blindness than the totem worship in some parts of Africa, 
the people of Saba worshipping the Sun, the tribe of Abraham (pbuh) 
worshipping idols they had made with their own hands, or the people 
of Moses (pbuh) worshipping the Golden Calf. 

In fact, God has pointed to this lack of reason in the Qur'an. In 
many verses, He reveals that some peoples’ minds will be closed and 
that they will be powerless to see the truth. Some of these verses are as 
follows: 

As for those who do not believe, it makes no difference to them 

whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will not be- 

lieve. God has sealed up their hearts and hearing and over their 
eyes is a blindfold. They will have a terrible punishment. (Surat 

al-Baqara: 6-7) 

... They have hearts with which they do not understand. They 

have eyes with which they do not see. They have ears with 

which they do not hear. Such people are like cattle. No, they are 

even further astray! They are the unaware. (Surat al-A’raf: 179) 

Even if We opened up to them a door into heaven, and they 

spent the day ascending through it, they would only say: "Our 

eyesight is befuddled! Or rather we have been put under a 

spell!" (Surat al-Hijr: 14-15) 

Words cannot express just how astonishing it is that this spell 
should hold such a wide community in thrall, keep people from the 
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truth, and not be broken for 150 years. It is understandable that one or 
a few people might believe in impossible scenarios and claims full of 
stupidity and illogicality. However, "magic" is the only possible expla- 
nation for people from all over the world believing that unconscious 
and lifeless atoms suddenly decided to come together and form a uni- 
verse that functions with a flawless system of organization, discipline, 
reason, and consciousness; a planet named Earth with all of its fea- 
tures so perfectly suited to life; and living things full of countless com- 
plex systems. 

In fact, the Qur'an relates the incident of Moses (pbuh) and 
Pharaoh to show that some people who support atheistic philosophies 
actually influence others by magic. When Pharaoh was told about the 
true religion, he told Prophet Moses (pbuh) to meet with his own ma- 
gicians. When Moses (pbuh) did so, he told them to demonstrate their 
abilities first. The verses continue: 

He said: "You throw." And when they threw, they cast a spell on 

the people's eyes and caused them to feel great fear of them. 

They produced an extremely powerful magic. (Surat al-A‘raf: 

116) 

As we have seen, Pharaoh's magicians were able to deceive every- 
one, apart from Moses (pbuh) and those who believed in him. 
However, his evidence broke the spell, or "swallowed up what they 
had forged," as the verse puts it: 

We revealed to Moses: "Throw down your staff." And it imme- 

diately swallowed up what they had forged. So the Truth took 

place and what they did was shown to be false. (Surat al-A’raf: 

117-118) 

As we can see, when people realized that a spell had been cast up- 
on them and that what they saw was just an illusion, Pharaoh's magi- 


cians lost all credibility. In the present day too, unless those who, un- 
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der the influence of a similar spell, believe in these ridiculous claims 
under their scientific disguise and spend their lives defending them, 
abandon their superstitious beliefs, they also will be humiliated when 
the full truth emerges and the spell is broken. In fact, world-renowned 
British writer and philosopher Malcolm Muggeridge also stated this: 

I myself am convinced that the theory of evolution, especially the extent 

to which it's been applied, will be one of the great jokes in the history 

books in the future. Posterity will marvel that so very flimsy and dubi- 
ous an hypothesis could be accepted with the incredible credulity that it 
has.”! 

That future is not far off: On the contrary, people will soon see 
that "chance" is not a deity, and will look back on the theory of evolu- 
tion as the worst deceit and the most terrible spell in the world. That 
spell is already rapidly beginning to be lifted from the shoulders of 
people all over the world. Many people who see its true face are won- 
dering with amazement how they could ever have been taken in by it. 


They said, "Glory be to Youl 
We have no knowledge except 


what You have taught us. You are 


the All-Knowing, the All-Wise." 
(Surat al-Baqara: 32) 
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